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OBEDIENCE TO 
| the Goſpell. r 


Two Sermons, contey- 
ning fruitfull matter, both of do- 
crine, and exhortation: very needfull 
to bee knone, aud practiſed m theſe our 

dayes: vpon the words of the holy Ghoſt, written 
by the Euangeliſt S. Luke, Chapter 2. verſes 15. 
16. 17. 18. 19. a0. conteyning the effect of 
the birth of Chriſt, (reuciled by the 

3 n the ſheepe- 

hbeards, an 


others that 
heard of it. 


GATHERED OVT OF THE 
Sermons of IHN VD ALL, Preacher: 
of the word of God , at Kingſton vpon 
Thames, and publiſhed at the re- 
queſt of ſome of them that 
bead them preached. 


ROM. 10. 16. — 
But they haue not al obeyed the Goſpel: for Eſaya 7 
ſaytni: Lord, ho hath beleiued our report = 
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TO THE CON. 


GRE GAT ION 'OF 


CHR ISTES PEOPLE, IMBRA- 
ding the truech of the Goſpell, by aliuely 
faith, and obedience to * gute the 
ac bearers of the word of | 
God, at Kingſton ypon 
Thames, 


10 HN VDALL wiſheth. node 
knowledge, faith. , reformation of life, | 


god- 


Teale, and all Lehibs vertues of ns; 


Jiries, and holines in this wi an 
reward of the ſame (through the 
mercie of God in Ieſus 
Chriſt) in the world 


* 9 


N 1 EEING ic hath plea- 


16)! mercie, and goodnes,to 
© ON A vouchſafe ynto vs 
Ld 2 ineſtimable wealul 4 


his holy word: the preciouſhes where- 
A 2 


7 | ſed the Lord, of gen 


The Epiftle | 


of, ſurmounteth all things vnder the 
Sunne: wherein he doth offer, euen his 


ſ 


_ — — Som et oog 
. =» >, 
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1 owne ſelfe vnto vs, and teacheth vs the 

17 way whereby we may come vnto him: 0 
. it behoueth vs with all reuerence, and F* 
| | feare,toimbracetheſame , prefering it g 


| before any thing that we can deſire vp- 

on the earth. And foraſmuch as it hath in 
F pleaſed him, to put that precious trea- 
F {ure in theſe earthly veſſels; ſubiect vn- 
to corruption, and mortality: which by 

the naturall diſpoſitio that they are of, N 
will ſtriue to inte& all the ſruite of that in 
r ec „with the ſtench off” 


$ 

ind vngodly deſires: we are dili- P 
£ To. watch, aud contend, that wee 
ſee, that theſe fleſhlie and inordinate 

motions (that ſeeke ſo greatly to extin- 

guiſh euery good thing) may be daylie 

more and more kept vnder: that the 

f ward of God may (by the working 0 
WS... his holie ſpirit) get the victorie in our P 
| WED hearts, and fit there as a Prince, to rule f 
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the cogitations therof,captiuing them 
by, 


= 4 Fento the kin gdom of leſus Chriſt F'< 
. through obedience to his moſt bleſ⸗ | 5 
. | . - ALLIS Ss 44 ; 1 * ſed 
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Dedlicatorie. 


ſed will. The which, for ſomuch as it is 
one, eſpecially, by the miniſtery of the 
worde, wherein the Lorde hath printed 
| {ſuch force, that it throweth done all 


munitions reared againſt it: and vnto 
the worke of the ſame, hath appointed 
mee among you (of many other moſt 
nable)to do that, which he commaun⸗ 
Neth, and my duetie requireth at my 
hands: it ſtandeth both me and you, in 
1 and, to be moſt heedefull that we bee 
not careleſſe in theſe great & weightie 
matters, v hich do concerne the glorie 
e 
e 


— 


of Almighty God, and the eternall ſal- 
uation, both of our ſoules and bodies: 
and ſo much the rather, beecauſe Satan 
earing the continuance of the worlde 
o be ſhort : and therefore, that which 
ee doeth for the aduancement of his 
one kingdome, hee mult do it quick- 
y: laboureth by his inſtruments; with 
ooth and naile, to extinguiſh the light 
nf the glorious Goſpell, that it ſhould 
hot ſhine with open face, vnto Gods 
People: for we ſee daily, what miſchie- - 
aÞous practiſes hee broacheth, what er- 

TIS ＋9a 3 rors 


— 


vd which, for ſo much, as (thorough che 


not had that ſucceſſe, which the au- 


ſtruction, vnleſſe the Lorde in mercie, 


The Fyiſte 


rors heſpreadeth,what ſlaunders he ins 
uenteth, hat lyes he diſperſeth, and al 
to diſcredite the courſe of religion: the 
truth where of wee doe feele, and ſee in 
our one experience: for you knowe, 
what enimitie the eſtabliſhment of the 
Goſpell amongſt you had, by your en- 
uious foes, that woulde haue kept you 
ſtill in palpable ignorance, with thema 
ſelues:howe many pull backs and hin- 
derances were deuiſed, and be daily in- 
uented, to ſtay the courſe thereof, all 


A &t Oh XVWm,a© ®< ww@@- qa Ai 


mercie of God,to'vs-warde)they haue 


thors hoped for: they labour now, and 
haue don continualhy, to imagine ſlaũ- 
derous lies, and moſt wicked torgeries, 
which they doe daily ſpread abroad, to 
theende,to defame the religion,which 
wee 3 : ſo that there is not (al- 
moſt) any ſinne, that can bee commit- 
ted, but it is fathered vpon ſome of ys: 
which deuiliſh dealing, albeit we know 
that it ſhall turne to their eternall de- 


hy ©, br — — — My — o< 4 ay 
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Diet wes 


1 giue then grace to rep unta i ot niti⸗ | 
L I wicthftiding worth wneavey ene 

- jefſon Gut öt the che iUEEA HN 
1 | ficablevſe of it to bur ſelues : led get 
rheteforejhereace vo, to Harke 
diligence this which Than write vH: 
you, as you are wont ito doe when Ido 
peace, The greutolt aechlation (3/617 

know&)ingenerall,thutyourfocs/the: 

aduerfaries of the Goſpell, doc charge 
- | you-withe;"is'; that h profeſſe one” 
ching; and practiſe another: tharyou? 
© | ſay Well: and doe agb ed lege 
© | reprehẽd orhet̃s yon yourſcluesbeing! 
4 


worſe : which (in deede) is a moſt hd 
nous accuſation, ahdſucha thing as 
your one ſelues can ueitneſſe j En : 
haue winked at but m colbearefultjaſa | 
proued and f; uche rhinig as our relig. 
on neither teachetiv np permecheg 
- | for it is of that forte, here it entretii 
- chat it will reformeall che ching e in: 
meaſure ) in thoſe that haue ittwit iti 
chem. This flaunder gbethqet further 
for out ptofeſsion is atcuſed to hes ſe- 


, eee and croubleſbme 
E 7 A 4 vnto 
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The Epiſtle 

vnto the ſtate, and enemie to good or- 
der, and gouernmẽt: and we our ſelues 
accounted malicious, proude, finding 
rather fault with others, than amen- 


ding our ſelues, ſeeking rather for ſin- 


gularitie, than loue and charitie- You 
are not ignorant of the ſleights of Sa- 
tan: and therfore knowing, that he was 
from the beginning, an accuſer, and ly- 
ar, may the better, by the mercie of 
God, haue vſe of your knowledge, to 
comfort you in theſe temptations. But 
marke, how the Lord maketh Satan, & 
his imps, to bee as ſpurs and pricks, to 
driue the godly forward, though they 


bee very groſſe, and dull in the behol- 


ding ot their owne faults: (tor Satan 
caſteth a myſte ouer their eyes, when 
they ſhould ſee them) yet they be verie 
quicke eyed, to prye into the doings of 
others, eſpecially, the godly, and are 
able, it our foote doe but ſlip, to find it 
out, and haue it as a reaſon to diſcredit 
aur profeſsion, which aboue all things, 


welabour to keepe vnſpotted - There- 
foreit behooueth you, to looke dili- 
Du — A gently 


 Deaicatorie. 
gently vnto your ſelues, to watch your 


owne ſoules, to attend and looke vnto 
euery worde that you ſpeake, euerie 


thougnt that you thinke, and euery a- 
ction that you commit: to examine it 


diligently, by the line of Gods word, 
which is the touch- ſtone, that wil ether 
approue it, or diſproue it: and if you 
find, by the vndoubted warrant there- 


of, that it is law full, and that you ought 7D 


to doe it, then let neither ſlaunder 


ſpeach of people, deuill, nor hell, ſtaye 


you from the practiſe thereof: but if, 
(thorough the remnants of old Adam) 


you bee at any time allured to doe, or 


ake any thing, that either is forbid - 
en, or hath no warrant from the word 


of G O P, then reaſon thus with your 


{clues;this1s not agreeable to my pro- 
feſsion : this is contrary. to that I haue 
learned: this will procure the name of 
God to be diſhonoured, my religion to 
be defamed, and my ſelfe co be diſcre- 
dited: therefore, thoughit might bee 
gainefull, delightfull, or any other way 
pleaſure me I may not doeit; wire 
88 4 
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The Epiſtic? 
had neede to niarke very well: for (L 
rell yen) Yon have man} cdu on- 
that would latigh to ſce your fall your 
dwellin a countrie, whete the Goſpell 
is very little preached: inſomuch, that 
your ignorant neighbours make them. 
ſelues ſport, to mocke at you, that will 
be ſo fooliſn, as to ſuffer your ſelues to 
be ſeduced by the Scriptures: yon haue 
godleſſe and profane men; that do de- 
ride you: Libertines, aud freewill men; 
that doe deſpiſe you: worldlings and 
belly-gods;that«doe carpeat you:inſo- 
much, that you haue very great neede 
to walke warily: that it ſtandeth you 
vppon, to behaue your ſelues circum - 
ſpectly: therefore doe thus: bee dili- 
ent in publike hearing, and, (as it may 
de wirh your calling) priuate rea- 
ding of the worde of God, (for that is 
the onely ſehoolemaiſter, to teach you 
all truth) vſing daily and hartie prayer 
vnto Goo, for we — his — 


to 


| Deditatorie. 


to doe it: in your dealing with others, 
deale faithfully, without facing out ot 
ill matters: without ſwearing, or lying: 
reproue others with the ſpirit of mild- 
nes, that doe amiſſe, in your preſence: 
ſnewe your ſelues obedient vnto all au- 
thoritie, that is appointed of God: and 
that for con{cienc: ſake. Bring vp your 
children, and ſeruants, in the feare of 
God, inſtructing them in the principles 
of religion : detract no man ſecretly, 
but tell them plainely cf their faults:to 
conclude, ſnewe your ſelues approued 
vnto the Lorde, in the teſtimonię of a 
good conſcience, being alwaiescaretull 


to ſeeke the glorie of God, and beneſit 


of your brethren: be alwaies in worde 
and deede, that, which ( according to 
the Scriptures)ye profeſſe:and then, let 
Satan broach his; lyes: let the wicked 
carry them abroad: let godleſſe per- 
ſons hate you, as long as they may, it 
ſhal turne to their ſhame at the length, 

as (to our great comfort) we ſee it doth 
daily, and (beeing a triall of your pati- 


ence)to your greater glor yin the king · 


dome 


T 


a „ 5 


Toe Epiſele 
dome of Heauen: and let not the glory 


of this worlde bewitch you, for yee are 


not of this worlde: let not the ſucceſſe 
of godleſſe perſons diſmay you, for the 
worlde loueth his owne, and is liberall 
vnto them: let not the ſlaunders of the 
wicked diſcourage you: for beecauſe 
you runne not on into the ſame exceſſe 


of riot with them, therefore they ſpeak 


euill of you: let not the multitude of 
your aduerſaries feare you, for God is 
ſtrõger then al men: let not the threat- 
nings of greate ones daunt you, for 
their heartes are in the handes of the 


Lorde, to bee guided at his pleaſure: let 


not the pronneſſe of your one na- 
ture ſeduce you, for hee that liueth af- 
ter the fleſh,ſhall die: let not the croſſes 
that accompanye the Goſpell wearie 
you, for they bring the ioyfull fruite of 
righteouſneſſe, to all that are exerciſed 
thereby: ſo ſhall the name of GOD be 
glorified by you: ſo ſhall your foes bee 
put to flight, & your profeſsion known 


to be the truth of the eternal God, that 


liueth for euer. Now, to — | 
44 | 


of theſe preſent ſermons, which L haue 


dedicated chiefly vnto you: partly for 
that , by that calling which 21 Lorde 
hfath layd vpon me, I am at this inſtant, 


bounde, by all lau full meanes, to doe 


you good: partly, becauſe it is the ear- 
neſt ſute of ſome of you, to haue them 
pened: & partly, for that they containe 
in them ſundry pointes of Religion, 
which you doe profeſſe, and for which, 
you are of the world condemned: that 
euery man may ſee thereby, the impu- 


dencie of Satan, that dare note Gods 


owne word with the marke of infamie: 
onely let me craue this at your hands, 
as a recompence for my trauaile , that 
you woulde expreſſe the doctrine in 
your lines ,' that I haue expreſſed, 


(thoug ſimply, yet truly) therein: that 


I may once ſee in you all that zeale, 
which the example ot theſe 
herds may teach you: then ſhallI think 
my labour well beeſtowed, when the 
beames of righteouſneſſe doe breake 


forth, as the Sun at Noone day: which, 


the Lorde, for his mercie, graunt, in his 
| Sonne 


ee 


The Epift le 
eee eee 
v home with che father, and b Jo 
Sad hoh Ghoſt, bab all honot 
2050; NS both now, 
on and fo | 
321.3121 Amen. 1 — 
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bg. 2290 275: Yourferuant, for Teſus Chriſte 
ig} o fake;his enworthy meſſenger. 
JOHN V DALE. 
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the ſheepheards, 


in whome are to 


the time 
when it 
Was. 1. 


"their confe 
rence, 


the mat 


| ofit. 2; 


be conſidered | 


theſe things: 


haſte vnto the W 


their iorney in going 
1 


Sermons. of Fe Re 
coca Gable ye 


Luke 2.1 5.16, 17,18, 19, 20. 7 by 
Verſe 15 AND to paſſe, when E 
— 


N the Angels were gone away 
oom them, into heauen, that the ſheepe- 
| heards ſayde one to another : ler vs gos 
then onto Beth lem, and ſee this thing 


that is come to paſſe, Which the Lord 
hath ſheuved unto vs. 


1 Sotbeytuane" with baft;and facile 3 
u both 8 babe 2. 
il dJaydeinthe cratch. "+5 


dd; And when th "RES 5 

publiſbed 3 thing . We . Zi 
tolde them of that childe. MN, 4 
18 And all that heard it, wondered 


Ia. no, RO” LS 
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and towardes men good will. Theres 
by, they both N that all papſe, 


The firſt Sermon of 


pandredthent in her heart. 57: 
eAnd the ſhepheards returned, glo- 


# 2 and prayſing God, for all that 


they had heard and ſcene, as it Was jpo- 


ben vnta them. 
PRESS) Hen Þ byzth ofour Low; 

8 ind Sauiour JESUS 
WISH — $-20-p-re/nny 
naniteſt vnto the ſheep- 
2 I JEATDES, that were kee⸗ 
ping their Sheepe by 


night, it wought.cffectually: (as you 


haue heard:)firſt,in.-the Angells of God, 
that they were moved to mayſe and 
glozify God, ſaping: Gloy to GOD 
in the high Weauens, and peace in earth. 


, and glozp was due to God, 
Wollte of Chniſtes inc arnation: 


and alſa made knowne the bleſling of 
God, that was ſhewed vpon mankinde 
thereby: tu wit, that here on earth they 


| fecle them ſelues at peace in con⸗ 
———— 


* A 
4% 


t all thoſe thingt,and 


©, es a 
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Obedience to the Goſpell. 

of the: remiſſion of their ſinnes: and allo 
ſhould be tyed cogether one to another, in 
a true league of bnitie : all 
which, floweth neither from mans will, 
no2 deſert, but only from the free fauour, 
and good will of God, our heavenly fa⸗ 
ther. Secondly, it wought moſt elkec· 
tually in mankinde, generally ſo many 
as were made partakers ot the knowe- 
ledge thereof. Thich parties remayne 
now(together with the doctrine contep- 
nedinthehiſtozie of them to be tonſide⸗ 
red ot: that wee may learne out ofthe 
ſame, ſuch doctrine as — —.— 
—— — place of ſcrip⸗ 
ture, therefoeſ( that wee map pꝛocted ar⸗ 
coꝛding to . 

the noings of hee ſozts of people to dur 
conſideration, x. The ſhephearvs.2,The 
people that heard of it. 3. Mary. In the. 
zoings of the ſhepheards. che holy gholte 
ſetteth downe their c 10}! 
nepto the place,where'ic was told, that 
Jeſus was: and the fruite . e- 


I Thefirſt Sermon of 
thing it ſelfe, The manner of their toznep 
is ſet downe to be in haſte: the fruite oꝛ 
tuent that came ok it, is thꝛeetolde: firſt, 
that they found Marie, and Joſeph, and 

the child: ſecondly, publiſhed thoſe things 
that they had heard: thirdly, ( which is in 
the laſt verſe of all) they returned, gloꝛi⸗ 
kying, and pꝛailing God, The ſecond ſoꝛt 
is che multitude, chat wondered at the 
thing. The thirde is Mary, that kept all 
theſe thinges, and pondered chem in her 
heart. Theſe be the bꝛanches ofthe mat: 
ter, cunteinen in this text. 
And it came to paſſe, that when, Ge. 7 
The firſtbzaunch, that is to bee conſide⸗ 
red of, is the time when theſe ſhepheards 
conferred: to wit, preſently vpon — de- 
parture ofthe Angelles: that is, as ſoone 
as euer the Angelles had made an end of 
ſpeaking, and were gone froin them, they 
began to conſider with themſelues, that 
the matter was of great impoꝛtance, and 
therefoze not to be deferred: that it was 
a thing moſt neceſſary, andtherefoze not 
tu be neglected, but further to be enqui⸗ 


U. alter. Out of which wee haue to 
learne, 


F Semen oo an como mm ww pp © © cl. © © oy oa 


Obedienceto'theGoſpell, 


I learne;foy our inffruceion,twopoſitable - 


| docerines;:Firſt;chat we map not linger 
| 92 pꝛolong the time.in the pertozmaunce 
| of thoſe things, that God enioyneth vato 
vs: we may not deferre the matter vntil 
| hereafter, but pꝛeſently vpon the hearing 
of his woe by his miniſters, wee mut 
obey it: the reaſon whereof is moſte aps. 
parant: fo when God: ſpeaketh , then 


keth. Ik he thꝛeaten his iudgements fox 
| ſinne, his wozde ſpeaking che ſame, his 
hand is ready to powzedownethe thing: 
ik hee teach vs any point ol doctrine, fox 
the confirmation ok our fapth, then is he 
ready with his ſpirite, to ſeale the ſame in 
our hearts: if hee ex hot vs vnto amend⸗ 
ment ok life, with pꝛomiſe of rewarde. 
then doth hee mercikully binde him ſelke 
to the perfozmaunce of the ſame, ſo that 
wee may ſurely ſeccle aut fapch vpon 


n out of the ſap= 
ihnen 


B. 3 the 


doth he offer the thing, whereofheſpea= 


We may not 
put of from 


day to day. 


an vndeubted expectation of it: the 
which doctrine is notablp vrged, in the 


e willhear his 2 Heb. 3-7 Kc. 
pee harden not your h _ Where Ffal. 95. s. 
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ner the wow of GOD is pzeached'vnto 
vs, euen at that inſtant: voth Alnitghty 
God offer his mercie, and maketh this 
ble of it, that then we ſhould not harden 
our hearts with contempt, oz careleſfe 
 harkening thereunto, and (to imprint it 
dhe derper in bur beafte) he L dr, by the 
mouth of Salomon, hath vttered this 
b Prou. 1. 24. fearfull thieatning: bbecatiſe J haue cal- 
15 led (ſapth hee) and pee refuſed, J baue 
ſtretched out myne hand, F none woulde 
regard: but ye haue deſpiſed al my coun- 
ſell, and would none of my cozrettion, J 
will alſo laugh at pour deſtruction, cc. 
then ſhall they tall vpon mee, but J will 
not aunſwere:they ſhall ſeeke me rarely, 
eee eee 
ed aud did not chooſe the 
keare ol the cones eee 
Amos. 8.71 Pꝛopbet, arcoweth oweth : beholve, uy 
tome (ſayth the Loꝛde God) that J 
fend afamine in Pap eee 
tre 28 29 a 
woꝛd d 
wander from lea to ſea, and from 0 
no2th, 


4 


a 
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nozth,euen vnto the eaſt; ſhal they 


to and fra, to ſeeke the woꝛd ofthe Low, 


and ſhall not finde it. Mee haue a moſte 
terrible example ot Gods iuſtice herein, 


in that pꝛokane perſon Elau, who deſpi⸗ 
ſing the bleſling of god, in the birth right. 


ſolde it away foz a poztion of meate: ot 


whome it is ſayd, that he afound no place a Heb. 12.6. 


tu repentance, thouaht he ſought the blel⸗ 
ling with teares. Nee ſee then, both the 


neceſſitie of pꝛeſent imbꝛating Gods 


woꝛd with fayth and amendment of life; 
and alſo the terrible thieatninges chat 
God denounceth to pomꝛe vpõ the heads 
of the contemners : the which wee ought 
to apply moſt diliget᷑tly vnto our ſelues: 
foxif-Godeſteemſo greatly of his wozd; 


and punicheth ſo ſharpely the neglect 
thereof, wee haue great cauſe to ſearcht - 


our owne conſciences, how faithfull obe⸗ 
diente wee haue peelded thereunto; fox 


we haue heard his monde long, wee haue 
maleſſed the ſame, and doe pꝛofeſſe it, ta 


the ſight of the woꝛlde. Now, if by triall 
we can fine, thoughe the teſtimonie of 
n aur hearts, and . 


. Ee of 
. * 
a 


„. 


Vat 


matter of vnfeined conſolation; but con: 


 wozdof God was effectuall in them, and 


infozmed in the matter of the birth of 
Chailte : that they hauing che whole 


cauſe they did knom, that the thing both | 
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tion of our lines, that we haue not heard 


in vbaine, but haue increaſed both in 


knowledge ofthe Goſpell, and alſo refo2- 


mation of life, accomding to the ſame, our 
owne conſciences may miniſter vnto vs 


trariwiſe, if wee haue long time bene 
hearers of the woꝛde, and haue neither 
p2ofited in knowledge of God, no obedi⸗ 
ence to his lawes , ſurely dur eſtate is 
molt lamentable , howſoeuer wee flatter 
our ſelues in our owne imagination: 
andtherefoze let vs ſearch our owne con⸗ 
ſciences , whether wee finde that ready 
mind in our ſelues, that wee ſee to be in 
theſe cheepeherds, to make preſent pꝛo⸗ 
fit of Gods woꝛd, when we haue heard it. 

The ſecond thing, that wee haue to 
marke out of this point, is, that we le the 


made them carrfullco ſeeke further, to be 


knowledge ofthe thing in po 
— — 


being 
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* 


being ſtraunge, and alſo comming from 
God, muſt needes be moſt ncceſſary fox 
chemi to know. Theleflon that is to be 
gathered out of the lame, fo2 our inſtruc⸗ 
tion, is this: that thoſe who bee truely 
called vnto the faith in Jeſus" Chulte, 
and haue the vnfeined earneſt of Gods 
ſpirit within them, doe perſwade them⸗ 
ſelues, that Gods wopde in euery p 
is to bee knowne ot them, and alſo euery 
way to bee pꝛactiſed: which is a doctrine 


hath ſo inueigled the hearts of a number, 
yea euen of them that take themſelues to 
be Golpellers, that they thinke the moſt 
:. | part of Gods wozde not to appertaine 
- | vnto them: that the knowledge thereof 
is ncedeleſſe, the comfoyt okit fruitlefle, 
— — — 3 
moꝛe n : 
that they ſettle themſelues in theſe, 
ſuch perſwallons. J beleeue in Jeſus 
Chziſt, and hope to be ſaued by his bloud- 
ſhedding: J knowe that Chꝛiſt died fo2 
my ſinnes, and that J ought to liue wel: 


nA A888 8 


Jas tc; cholepoints of vocrrine that be fo 
many, 


moſt needefull to be learned: foz Satan 


dint, Euer point of 2 


Gods word,is? | 
to be knowne 
of euery man. 


e Plal.19 7. 
f Prou. 14. 


f Epheſ 4. 12. 
Þ Acts. 2c. 27. 


as God hath s 
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22755 belong to peachers,and men 
that mokeſſe learning, and ſo foxth. In 
which kind ol people you may molt lives 
Iy behold the ſubtiltie of Satan, that vn- 
der ꝑetence ofbeliefe in Choiſt , would 
ouerthzow the knowledge of God, and 
perlwade them, that he can bung them « 
nearer way to heauen, than by chat oꝛdi⸗ 


nary way. which God hathozdciued : but 
we are to know:that God, whole wile- 


dom ſhineth in the leaſt of his cr eatures, 
bath not ſec vowne his wozd ta be an i⸗ 
dle thing. oz belonging vnto a fewe, but 
vnto al, yea euen to giue vnto the imple 
wiledome,and ſharpenes of wit, and to 
the childe "vary „and diſcretion. 
And therefoze , howſoeuer they arme 
themſelues agaiaſt knowledge, and hide 
their heartes in the dungeon of igno⸗ 
rance , we muſt make this vſe of it: that 
appointed his miniſters to 
ceachballthecouncellof GO vutohis 
people: ſo it is his will, that his ſeruants 
ſhoulde learne it all, to the ende that 
they may haue vſe and men of it, 
in the nent their 
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ſtrengthening ok their faith . Ik this 
were truelp learned, it would ouerthꝛow 
that ſetled perſwaſion which Satan 
hath grounded in the heartes of many, 
whereby they thinke themſelues (ik they 
haue heard the wo fo ſome ſmal time 
that they haue learned pnongh 2 that 
they haue ſufficiently pꝛoſitted in religi⸗ 
onꝛand therefoꝛe they become colde, and 
careleſſe, not regarding whether they 
frequent the holy exe reiſes of religion, oꝛ 
no. Whichis the cauſe (at this day) that 
ſo heynous enozmities reigne in mens 
liues, to the great diſhonoꝛ of SOD, and 
flaunder or the Goſpell. But let vs per⸗ 
ſwade out ſelues, that enerp poynt of 
Gods wozdts of moſt meightie impoꝛ⸗ 
tante, needetull fo2 vs to be knowne: and 
that (doe what wee can) wee ſhall neuer 


knowe, : but in parte, neuer goo farre e. 1 Cg. 12 
nough, neither in knowledge, noꝛ ſtrict Then we cat 


obedience; fox ill we bee vnpzoſttable not be too +-- 
ſeruants: and therefoze, that wee with ward, as for 
all humilitie, and reuerence, be moſt di⸗ © 
ligent in frequenting thoſe places where 

wee may learne to knowe moe and 
Near moze 


* a * IoDCT 


: 
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moze of Gods will, and pꝛaye vnto | 
him, that wee may become euery daye 
ORE than other. ſolong as wee 


T heyſayd one to another ]The ſecond 
annch ofthe firſt part, which contey⸗ 


neth the manner of the conference, the 


meaning whereokis this: that when they 
did ſee. both the weightineſſe of the mat⸗ 


ter, and allo the neceſſitie ot the know 


ledgethereofin themſelues, they began 
one to exhoꝛt and ſtirre vp another, to the 
earneſt & haſty ſeeking out of the thing. 

Out of which, there may be gathered di: 
uerſe doctrines, fo our inſtruction. Firſt 
in chat they ſay one to another, let vs goe 
vp then vnto Bethleem: we may beholde 
the beginning ofthe perfonnante ok that 
pꝛopheſie: where it was foꝛetold, that in 


the time of Chiiſt they ſhould ſap:* come, 


let vs goe vp to the mountain of ö Lo, 
to the houſe of the God ol Jacob,and hee 


will teache vs his wayes, and we will 


1 We oughtto 
| ſtirre vp one a- 
nother to reli- 


| gion. 


walke in his pathes, Thereby the holy 
Gholt teacheth vs, that in the time of the 
Goſpell, there ſhoulde be ſuch peale, that 
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te | euery one ſhoulde excite, and ſtirre vp his 
ye | neighbour vnto religion: which pꝛophe⸗ 
ce | fie becing verified in thele ſhepheardes, 
doth teach vs our duety: to wit, that if 
1d | we acknowledge our ſelues to beofthaCc 
py» | number, whom Chiiſt in his Goſpel ru- 
leth,then mult we pꝛactiſe this point of 
obedience to him, and loue to our bꝛe⸗ 
then : that we be meanes to ſtirre them 
vp, to exhoꝛt, and further them inthe du⸗ 
ties of chꝛiſtianitie: whereunto, in the 
doctrine of the Goſpell, (which is the ſta⸗ 
tute law that Chꝛiſt gouerneth his kings 
dome by) wee are oftentimes exhoꝛted. 1. Theſ. 5. 1. 
t The holy Apoltle S. Paul, ſaith : wher⸗ 
foze exhozt one another, and edifie one 
another,euen as ye doe, And in another 
place: ®exhozt one another daily, while it 
is called to day. And again: let vs > con- 
ſider one another, e pꝛouoke vnto lone, 
„and to good wozks. The reaſon whereof 
> | tsthis: that ſeeing by the mercifull cal- 
ung ok God, we are members ol one bo⸗ 
vp, whereof Jeſus Chyiſt is the head, and 
N 
; 
z 


"© "LTP 


m Heb. 3. 13. 


n 10. 24. 


by one ſpirite 
feeling of the griefe ok others, (if we be 
| f feeling 


linked together the fellow x 


e firſt Sermon of 
feeling members in deede) conltratneth 
vs to doo good one to another: aud there- 
fore: eſpecially to infozme thoſe that 
neede, inthe way ofrighteouſnes, Thug 
wee ſee what is our dutie, required of vs 
by the Loꝛd himſelke, which wee are dili- 
gently to conſider of: fox wee may not 
thinke, that the gifts of GOD beſtowed 
vyon vs, are fo2 our ſelues alone, but fo; 
the benefice alſo of others. TAhich, if it 
were rightly weyd religion woulde not 
bee ſo geaſon amongſt vs as it is: fox 
men thinke now adaye g, that if they ſee 
others wallow in ignoꝛance, and bzing 
fozth the fruites or the ſame, (molt wy 
mious ſipnes )iu their conuerſation, it 
is not their dutie to inſtruct them, be- 
- caunſe(fopſooth)it is the office uf the p2eas 
cher: nay, they thinke the miniſter ought 
nat to doe it neither, vnleſſe he be in che 
pulpit: and cherefoze his documents are 
vnlauerie, vnleſſe her himſelfe be hedged 
in with a peece of wood on eche ſide : but 
howſoeuer they would ſhut out know- 
iedge, by theſe and ſuchlike ſpeeches: we 
art to learne Anme, ä 
2 5 
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ly of miniſters publikely , but alſo of all 
men pꝛiuatelp, tot thoſe that bee 
ignozant.ſ᷑ to bing them from erroz:and 
the party infozined,is not to cauil at that 
man that doth it, no} the place where it 
is done: but in reuerence to receiue it, as 
krom the Loꝛde, and to lap it vp in his 
heart, foꝛ the amendment of his like. 

Secondlpꝛin that theſe chepheards do 
(after they haue hearde the meſſage of 
God, by the Angell) thus conkerre ofit, 
howe they map bee further edified ; wee 
learne that they were carefull, that they 
ſhould not foꝛget the things that they had 
heard: & therefoze they are earneſt to the 
place, which the Angelles had named, 
fo? their further ſatiſfaction. An example 
of fruitful hearers ofthe woꝛd of God, by 
whome we map learne a very pꝛoſttable 
leſſon, which is, Þ when wee come to the 
hearing of the woꝛd of God, (fozfomuch 
as we — truth) vnable to ca · 
ry al things amay that we heare, partly. 
thꝛough the coꝛruption of our nature (the 
remnants whereof wee ſhall always car⸗ 
op ee and un 
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_ ſubtiltie of Satan, wherby he luggeſteth 
other cogitations into our minds, to the 
end that hee map bereaue vs ol the bene⸗ 
ſtte of Gods heauenly woꝛde & ſteale our 
mindes from attending to it. After that 
the ſermon is done, we ought at our com⸗ 
ming home, to meete together,+ ſay ane 
ſerre of the We haue heard Gods woꝛd taught, let vs 
word of God, confer about it, that wee may not onely 


alter that wee call tu rememlnante thoſe things that e⸗ 


haue heard it. uery one ol vs haue caried awap, but alſo 


that one may haue the benefit of p laboꝛs 

ok others: ſurely it muſt needes pzoue a 

very p2ofitable way: fo2 it one haue mil⸗ 

ſed 5 obſeruation ot᷑ this oʒ that point, an 

- Dotherhath marked it, ſo that among them 

they may bzing away the whole, and ſo 

be ediſied one by another. And as all are 

to be careful herein, ſo eſpecially it is to 

be pꝛactiſed by maſters,# fathers of fami 

lies, that fozſomuch as childꝛen c ſeruits 

be okten careleſſe, in attending vnto the 

worde of God the very feare of rebuke oz 

correction , at their fathers oz maſters 

hands, will make them W 
r \ 


N 
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Akthe benefite of this courſe were percet- 
ued, and the pꝛactiſe of it vſed ( beſides the 
commodity revounding to the parties) it 
would be the meanes to ſtay manphozrt: 
ble offences, that are cõmitted: Foꝛ what 
is the cauſe of ſuch idle talk that mF haue 
delight int Euen the lack of better matter 
wherein they might be occupied: Nhat is 
the tauſe 5 Lows Sabboths be ſoil ſpent: 
yea ſo hozribly pꝛaphaned ? Euen this, that 
ſo ſwne as they come from Church, (it pet 
they come there at al) they thinke their du⸗ 
tie to God fully perfoꝛmed, and ſo go in all 
halte, ta dice, cardes, bowling, tipling. and 
euerie other wicked paſtime (as they call 
them wherein want — — 
ring, noꝛ blaſpheming , to the great diſho⸗ 
nour of GD, and pocuring ofhis heute 
wiath to be powned vpon this land, and the 
decay ok al religiũ:but marke in this point 
the height of all iniquitie, in theſe our 
daies wheras Pagiftrates ſhould redzefſe 
thele things, and others that take vppon 
them the copreccion of vice in the Church, 
do make a ſhewe of defending religion: if 
there be ante ſmall number ( which is rare) 


chat would i range 


1 TT Sg 


time;blaſphemouſlp viſhonour the Lozd,# 
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ol cheſe ſbeepheardes) confer pyinately of 
thoſe things that they haue hearde, and de 
caxefull to grow in tbe knowledge of reli⸗ 


gion, by & by it ſhalbe charged to be within 
the compaſſe ot a conuenticle: and their 


god and godly courſe ſhalbe checked & bla 
med by pꝛetence and coulour of law: but 
if twenty meete togither in an Alehouſe 
(though they molt yꝛophanely abuſe the 
creatures of GDD)lewdlp miſpend their 


vncharitably reuile, even the very pꝛolel⸗ 


ſion ot Jeſus Chaiſt: all this is uo harme: 


it is but good neighbourhed, it is no con⸗ 


uenticle, they haue (oꝛ will haue) no law tu 
puniſh itefrom hence do ſpzing all the abo⸗ 


I The wicked ab 


; ; a mans law, 


aue the thoꝛzitie and abuſe the law and meaning 


15 _ fGod. 


| FS. 


uch things whe bis gov wiland eee 


> 


minable ſinnes that in this land: e⸗ 
uen þ religious exerciſes (by ſecret Pa⸗ 
-piſtes &pzophane Acheiſtes that be in au⸗ 


thereot) are diſcountenanced, c godleſſe # 
4rreligious dealinges-boalſtered , whole 


reckoning, foꝛ their partes, in the day of a- 


count, wilbe moſt intolſcrable, which they 
leaſt think ol:but let vs pzxapvntoGodthat | 
he would grant vs refounation of theſe c 
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we map note that which concerneth our 
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team in che meane while to grant vs the 


ſpirit of wiſedome,and diſcretion, that we 


may walke warilp in theſe daungerous 
dapes, Pozeouer in the conſideration ot p 
parties, what kinde of people they were, 


inſtruction, They were (as youſee)ſheep- 
beardes, men of no greate calling, and molt 
like ol final learning: pet behold, boch how 
the Lozd doth reueale the birth of his ſon, 
firſt,vnto them, and alſo how carefull they 
are, to ſearch out euerp circumltante ofthe 
ſame, There is no doubt, but it they had li⸗ 
ned in cheſe our dapes, they ſhoulde haue 
bin charged with great pꝛeſumption (that 
being men of meane vnderſtanding) dur 
meddle wich ſuch high matters, wherot the 
very Rabbins could not agree. But wer 

learne by their example: firſt}, to admire 

the wonderful wildome, and loue of God: 

wiſdome that doth thus reueale his ſne 
to theſe ſimple ones and not to the great | 
clarks ofthe Jewes the Scribes EPhart: er 5 1a 
ſes,his love, p ſo mercifully maketh him⸗ et 
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ſell known vnto theſe, v in their owneies the ſunple 

(no doubt) + allo in truth, were by reaſon & 
leſſe capeable of ſo high myſteriesꝛthe dee 
* E 2 whereof te 
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WM 

|| ber * we mult acknowledge tu be this, 
1 Cor 1.20. Which ( alſa) S. aul teacheth vs, that the 
Lom thereby ſtoppeth the wap foz any mã 

ta reiopce o2 boaſt in himſelfe: but that he 

map learue to aſcribe all glozieonelp vnto 

God: Secondlyp, we learne, that it is the 

dutie enen ofthe ſimpleſt, to ſecke the kno» 

ledge o Jeſus Chꝛiſt out of his woꝛd, and 

ww. to exerciſe himſelfcontinually in the ſame: 
1 and not to ſay, (as commonly is ſaid) J 
12 -—d am a Lay man, J haue no learning: let 

che ſimpleſ them that are pꝛeachers, and baue beene 
tom he ought vp in Schooles medvle with 
:nowledge of ſcriptures: I muſt attend vpd my wozldly 

Gods word. huſineſſes by which, ( e ſuch like ſpeeches) 

they thinke they haue gotten innincible 
ſhields, to defend them fram knowledge, 

and ſhꝛomd them in their ignoꝛance: but 
they will pꝛone no better than broken 
riedes, and Figge-leaues in the daie of 
tudgement:fo2 GDD hath not placed any 
man in this earth, to the ende, that he ( ſler⸗ 
munen ſhould fatte vp him. 
ſelle, with the vſe of Gods bleſſings here, 
aͤnd ſecke no further: but that he ſhould a⸗ 
boue all things, be carefull ta ſearch out of 
550 wonde, how to know his will, that 

} 43 knowing 


| 
; 
f 
| 
* 
A 
1 
f n 


N 3 
*. 
—- 
. 

* 


Obedience to the Goſpell. 


knowing it, he may obey him, and ſo ear 

veftly ſee fozththe glozpothis holpmame, 
Againe, wee ſee the manerofthetr pꝛo⸗ 
tiedings to be this:that they ſap, let vs go 
then vnto Bethlehem, and ſee this thing 
that is come to paſſe, which the Lozdhath 
chewed vnto vs, as if they ſhould haue ſaid? 
as we are carefull to be further certified in 
this matter, ſo muſt we both bee wary that 
we go to the place, # alſo ſcarch the things 
that haue been told vs, leaſt we (doing o⸗ 
therwiſe) re ape no beneſite by our ioꝛnep: 
wherin we may behold ( fo2 our example) = 
a patterne of right obedience vnto God: 
they are verie fozward , and pet notwith: - 
ſtanding ty themſelues vnto that which 
tbey — — All men by the verte tn; 
ct of nature, are deſirous to knowe 
trueth, but yet inthe mannerallnatu» where and 
rally doe erte, foꝛ they ſecke itafterthe how the iruthe 
cotrle that their owne fancies do imagin: * ro lags 
but they chat will ſeeke the truch truly; 
and in truth: they that euer ſhall come ta 
the knowledge of the ſame, do follow the 
— ons wond, neither ſwaruing 
hand, nz veclining to 5 left: 
rde et carne e diligent in p ſame, - 
© 3 Wherebp 
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, *®PlaL119-24- gat it hould be our o continuall counſell. 


reine. der they candls to direct || 
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Mhereby we may make notable triall of 
our ſelues:both whether we be in the way 
ok truth oꝛ no, and alſo how carefull wer 
be to finde it. Which triall ik it were duely 
applied vnto our hearts, the greateſt num 
ber ok vs no doubt ſhould find themlelues 
eareleſſe and ſo haue iuſt matter with in 
themſelues either tocduince themſelues, 
and la bee excuſeles, oz elſe to find their 
owne wickerneſſe, and ſo become moꝛe di⸗ 
ligent & attentiue to the woꝛd of the Loꝛd. 
Laſtly this doth notably declare vnto vs 
the cauſe that ſs fewe doo ſhew fooꝛth that 
The eauſe that rare in obeying the Loꝛde as they ſhould, 
25 find ęuen becauſe they make ſoſmall recko⸗ 
ning of Gods woꝛde perſwading them⸗ 
ſelues that either the knowledge thereof 
is not needfull at al,02 it any whit, yet the 
go about it as though they had no ſtoma 
to it: but ſillie ſoules, if they did either 
know the neteſſitie, oꝛ comfoꝛt ofit, they 
would not eſteeme ay ſo baſe:theneceſſity: 


fo: the direction of our affaires : that it 


ſhould be as a lanterneto our feet, & light 
vnto our paths: p we are natural in dark⸗ 


vs, 


4 
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vs o elle wee cannot chooſe but fall into 
ſpirituall dangers : the comloꝛt, that wee 
finde among the diuers troubles of this 


owne nature, and the manifold temptati⸗ 


ons of Sathan) it is not poſlible that wee 
ſhould ſtand m haue any hope of conſolati⸗ 


on but only in the pꝛomiſes ot God, which 


bee there {rt downe, whereon the ſoules of 
all holy men haue euer fed, and been ſtaied: 


and therefoze Dauid who was à King in⸗ 
dued with wildom, ſtrength. x riches, vet 


layeth hee plainely that it was his q com⸗ 4 Pal. 119. 30 
foxt in bis trouble:and, * extept the law ol 


God had been his delight, he had periſhed 
in his afflictions : and therekoze let vs not 
flatter our ſe lues, who are manie and inf: 
nite waies inferiour, and moze vnable to 


ſtand, than hee was: but let vs continually 


traue at Gods handes, that wee may bee 


miſerable wozld(the wapwardneſſe of our 


e Aobg 


r pfal. 19.92. | 


2 


vailie;moze and maze rauhen mich ebe 


loue of his woꝛde, and may haue the rigbe 
nſe ol it, and then wee ſhall ſee, that af al! 
— — 
ſhaulp maſt deſire. 
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| We muſt not 
onclie profeſſe 
Sods word, 

| but do it alſo, 


0 


| 


| 
Pp | _ 
4 


not in v pꝛoteden . 


they had r 
earneũt in enquiring out the matter, and 
alſo knowing by the direction of the An⸗ 


gell, both the place wherepnto they ſhould: | 


go, and alſoche thing whereof they would 
be tettiũed do now in all haſte, without a⸗ 
nie further delay, go to the place to ſee the 
thing; wherein wer may beholde the true 
wozke of Gods woꝛd that it not onelie in⸗ 
ſtructeth them to conkerre and talke of th. 
thing, but allo to do it indeed. The maie⸗ 
ſtie of Gods woꝛd ( as we ſhall ſee hereaf: 
ter) getteth an aſſent vnto it(almoſof all 
men: inſomuch, that all now a dates are 
contented to profeſle well, and to make 
aſhew: they are willing to crie, Lozde, 
Loꝛde, and carrie the countenautice of 
Golpellers bnt to bꝛing fooꝛth the fruit of 
it in their conuerſation, this is the thing 


that they ſtraine curteſie at: but we are 


to learne (by the example of theſe ſheep⸗ 
herds, ) that if we wil be indeed. that which 
we would be accompted to bee, then mulk 
we bee as carefullto pꝛactiſe Gods com? 
maundements in our life, as to ſpeakeof 
them in our mouths: o⸗ religion ſtandeth 


 Gandech 
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flandeth not in wozdes alone: hee ig 

ſtraight way a Chiſtian, that. cari ö 
| couttenaunce of one: but hee anely who. 
is carefull both of pꝛofeſſion, and alſa true 

obrdience. Foz as it is moſte true, that 
without pꝛofeſſing ol the Goſpell we can 
not be the members ol Chziſtes Church 
here vpon earth: ſo is it as true, that with⸗ 
out the fruit of that which we make ſhew 
of, we cannot perſwade our ſelues ta bee 
(nepther m deede are wee) the ſeruauntes 
of God. Foz whome God teacheth by his 
word, he indeweth ſ with his ſpirit where Rom. d. 4. 10 
the ſpirite of God is, there be the fruites 
oke the ſpirite: and the body is deade be⸗ t 5. 22. 
cauſe of ſinne, but the ſpirite is life for 
righteouſneſſe ſake. Leteueryone of vs 
(therefoze) lay this vntoour owne conſci⸗ 
ences,and labour to make p2ofit of i it vn⸗ 
to our ſelues. 


Agapne wee ſee in theſe ſheephearves, 
that as they make the motion one to ano- 


ther, that they may goe, ſo they leaue not 


RKK 


—— wm MM 


SS SR as 


1 — 


cut. 


—_— wm Ys e * TW Co. TR, YH. 


— — — 


* 


x 
SW . commonly ſuch , as either beare offices 
. 1201 3 ' * - 3 


the firſt Sermon of 


the common ſoꝛte haue, do meete together 
olten, they haue vp whole cõmon wealths 
in theit talke:euer ſaying. this is not wel, 
and that mighte be amended: and it were 
wel if ſucha thing were ſo;but you ſhal ne⸗ 


uer heare moꝛe: they content themſelues 


wich ( it ſhould bee) and neuer put to their 
hands to further it: euen like to them, that 
being repzwued foꝛ ſwearing,ſaie:indeeve 
J am to blame, and J confeſle it is a fault: 
oz being exhozted to this oz that godlie 

courſe ,anſwere : indeede it ſhould be ſo: 


| hearing a Miniſter teach any pointe of 


Neligion, ſap: hee ſaid verp well, hee is a 
very good man: J would wee could fol: 


lowe him: but neuer ſtriue to amend! ne⸗ 


uer labour, no2 indeuour to doo ſo: but 
couer all vnder this cloake, fleſh is fraile; 
wee are all ſinners , an ſothinke that to 
beeercuſe ſufficient to keepe themſelues 
ſill in the ate they be, oz elſe waxe woꝛſe 
and wozle : Euen ſo deale theſe men: 
they moue oz appzoue auie good: motion. 
and neuer trive to ſtitre vpothers , that 
it may bee ꝑactiſed, and theſe peoplebee 


4 dus, 


Obedience to the Goſpell. 
ons, where they bee gonerned by the 
conſultation of man, therefozeyou heere 
pꝛeſent may haue good vle of this do- 
ttrine when vou haue anie publique mat- 
ters in hande : eſpecially when you doe 

meete together, fo the election of your 

Pagiltrates , J am ſure pou will all faie 

and wiſh in generall termes that a ſuf⸗ 

ficient man may haue this and that office: 
but ſurelp it fallech out, that enerie man 
almoſt is led by his pꝛiuate affection, in 
the particular, wiſhing either the pꝛeker⸗ 
ment and benelite of himſelle, o2 his 
_friende , neuer regarding how able hee is 
to diſcharg e it. And hence it is that (as 
Salomon ſaith)wee may »ſeeagreatee: *Eccleſi10-5. 
uill vnder the Sunne, /ag/an-errour that 
moceedech from the fate of him that ru⸗ 
Teth : kallie is ſet in great excellentie, and 
the rich (in all manner of wiſedome ) ſet in 
the lowe place. J haue ſeene ſeruants on | 
hozles, andPyzinces walking as ſeruantn 
onthe ground: wherevppon followeth all 
diſower, becauſe the gouernours either 
cannot, oꝛ dare nutzer wil not execute their 
officearight, - 
5 —— ſeen bre 
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We ſtraine 


| coutelie, who 
_—_—_ lowe them: and though wee ſee many go 


| religious, but 
not F who ſhuld' 


| Giſt gaineri- Carrie allo: and this is our 


ches. 


—— 


eardes a note of great zeale , that their 
indes being rautſhed with deſire of the 
thing, they went in haſte: ſkriuing (as ie 
were) to go one befoze an other: and they 
had great inks fozit : fo becing taughe 
— ſonue of God, the ſauiour of man. 
kinde, their redeemer, was to be ſeene in 
Bethlehem: who tan blame them, ik they 
ran one ouer another foz haſte* Mhich 
teacheth vs what we are to do in matters 


of religion. Foꝛſomuch as in the woꝛde of 


God, we ſeek ÿ ſame Chiſt, yea, far mdze 


glonous thẽ he was, wb they ſought him: 
we are to contend w all poſſible indeuour, 
that we may euen go befoze our teachers, 
that (as Dauid did) we map*excel them, in 
wiſedome;zeale, vnderſtanding, and gods 
lineſſe: But doe we ſo ? Alaſle, no, wee are 
maruellous mannerly heerein : wee gine 
place to euery one to goe"befoze vs, and 
wee woulde bee ſo fine (after the fleſhly 
manner) that wee looke at men, and fol⸗ 


fo warde befoze vs, if any in whome wee 
haue any tonlidence, pꝛoceede not, wee 


— ne eee 


is not he of great account u - 
trowe pou if it were the right way cohea- 

uen that hee woulde ſo little regard its J 
knowe him to haue moꝛe ſkill then J, and 
therefoze looke howe hee doth ſo will J 
doe: fo hee is an honeſt ſubſtantiall man. 
Andthus we builde vpon men, koꝛgetting 
the” rocke Jeſus Chyilt, vpon whome we 
ſboulde ſettle our grounde, and ol whome 
we * muſt learne both knowledge, and wo 
example of life: but in our wozldly mat» * 19.16.24 
ters ( which ſhoulde bee meanes to induce 4 
vs to the conſideration ot heaut᷑ly things) | 
wet doe nat ſo, fox if wee heare ofa bene⸗ f 
ſite. ; meferment, oz anpe other thing 
whereby we map gaine: wee ſap nor, hee : 
is a man moze wozthy to haue it then J, 
hee hathmoze neede ol it then J: but we 
ſtriue by all meanes to pꝛeuent our neighj· 
bour : then happy is hee(thinke wee) that 
can riſe earlief, and can ſpurre his hoſe 
to runne the faſteſt: then is our mannerli⸗ 
neſſe that we vle in Gods matters cleane 
fozxotten;- the greedp deſire ofgain hath 
ſorautſhed our heartes, that wee cleane 
foꝛget, nay that wee arecareleſſe, whom 
it is that wee * 


Y Match. 7. 2. 


L 93 thinges: that wee had 
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ther Atem foes Whereby wee do tuen 


tondemne our ſelues to bee meere wozla⸗ 
lings, wholly advicted tothe muck of this 
monde, not careing what become of all 
our deareſt friends, vea of our owne ſoules 
after this like, ſa that wee may haue pꝛe⸗ 
ſeat gaine. O, chat we were thus minded 


ſuch a care to get vnto vs true wiſedome. 
vertne and holineſſe. O that wee were as 


- vigilant to increaſe in knowledge, faith 


aud righteouſnes: as wee bee in dignitie, 
welth, and wonldly pleaſure,” O, that 
wee could conſider the excellencie of the 


ſoule aboue the body: and thereby com: - 


pare the oꝛnamentes of the one with the 
other, and the neteſlitie ofthe one beyond 
the other: then (doubtleſſe) would our 
rigbteouſnes burſt foozth as the ſtarres, 
and our holineſſe as the ſunne at midday: 
then ſhoulde not wee pooꝛe Preachers of 
Gods woꝛde, crie out ſo much as we do, foꝛ 
religion and refozmation, with ſo ſmall 
pꝛolit:then ſhould not Chyiſt be turned be» 
hind vs, and our owne deuiſes be pꝛefer⸗ 
red:then ſhould not the counſell of GOD 
giue place to the decrees of med, noꝛ follte 


1 
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beare 
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bearethe ſwap, and wiſedome be delpiled 

as it is euerie where, to the great diſho⸗ 

nour of our moſt louing and bountifull 

GD and griefe of the conſciences ar all 
feare his holie name. 

An found] Now foloweth the fruit 
ofthis trauaile ofthe ſheepherds in thee 
points (as pou heard in the beginning) 1 
firſt they found that they ſought fo21ſe- 1 
condip; publiſhed it abꝛoad: and thirdly, 2 
gloʒiſted God fox it. [i 

eAnd found borh e HMarie, and loſeph 1 
and the babe laid in the cratch J The ſirſt J 
fruite, which is this: that accoꝛding to 1 
their expectation and earneſt deſire, they 
vſing the meanes, and taking the courſe 
that was inioyned vnto them, obteine their 
deſire, and find CHRIST, as it was Thermuh of 
coldthem:wherein wee map beholdgene- Gods ou. 
rally the truth ofthe woꝛde of God that e⸗ 
uer commeth to paſſe accoꝛding as it is 
fozetold: to teach vs to repoſe vnfained cd» 
fidence in it. And perticularly we may ſe | 
that verified in this plare, that our Saut- 1% 
our Chꝛiſt pzomiſed,ſaping: aſ ke, and it Mat⸗ Ts 
ſhalbe giuen you : ſeeke, and ye ſhall find; 
| Knocke, and it ſpalbe opened vntoyour 


fo 


mice of his woꝛd. And therkoꝛe let vs mak 


dieed, let vs caſt all our care vpon him, let 
vs cleaue, without doubting, vnto his mers 
ep; and take that courſe of life chat be in 
- © dopneth;vſingallthe lawlull meanes that 
3 he hath lanctiſted in his wond, and then ſhal 
or 12.2. we b pꝛoue what is the good will of God, 


. kphainethingoferite Govrthat-wehave | 


he firſt Sermon of 
fo: whoſoeuer aſketh receiueth, and hee 
that ſeeketh findech,andcohim chat knoc: 
kech it ſhall be opened: God is not like vn 
to woꝛdly men, that are very liberall in 
pꝛomiſes, and ſparing in perfoꝛmance, but 
whatſoeuer he pꝛomiſeth, ik wee vſe thoſe 
meanes that he pzeſcribech , fox che obta6- 
ning of it. he perfoꝛmethit, yea and that not 
niggardly:ſo that, it at any time thou beeſt 
not partaker of thole things in particular: 
which God hath generally Sund vnto 
his, allure thy ſelfe, that the cauſe is only 
in thee, aud no part in him: fox the moſte 
Govleſle that euer were, coulde neuer ac* 
cuſe God of this:to bee ſhoꝛt in the perfoꝛ⸗ 


this vſe ol it. vnto our ſelues : that ſeting 
he is ſo free in woꝛde, and ſo bountifull in 


acceptable and perfect:then ſhall we to the 
great comloꝛt of our ſoules, feele that it is 


Obedience tothe Goſpell. | $ 


not waſhed our handes in innocency fox wa 
naught,But here we are tu be very wary, = 
that we tempt not God. and ſo accuſehim. Wi NN 
ol bꝛeach ol pzamiſe. Fon in truth there bee ae find 
many that ſeeke and finde not: chat al ke 0 22 
and haue not: that beg and obteine not: 
that would enter in, and cannot. Aheraf 
S. Iames giueth the reaſon: for that (ſaith ©1ams 4-3- 


| hangs paar that thep might con- 
. it vpan their owne luſtes: which wee 3 


do ſee moſte euident in our owne experts 2 
ente: foz euery man wilheth, that he were 
perſwaded of the lone of God towards — 


bim, chat he cauld ſerue G OD, as he com | 
mandeth, and might come to the Ring: 
dome of Deauen, and pet the 2 
uer the nearer, Foꝝ eicher they 5 
contemne the meanes that wonlde b 

them to the thing that they defire,(as hee — 
that doth wiſhe hee were religious, con. 3 
temnethche wozd preached: he that woirly w 

be holy, refuſeth'toſtrineagainft:ctheluſts 
ol his own fleſh: her p would be ri 
feds eee eee, 
See epoletß 
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and ſo inioy the reward of the lame, But 


bee ſo fooliſh, as vtterly to renounce theſe 


| vaniſh away , and in the dapes oftrouble 
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people: the former are eſpied fooliſh, euen 
vy natural reaſon,the latter ſceme to haue 


greater colour: fo (thinke they) J could 


bee very well contented to bee religious, 


what is now in this wozld?J l& yet what 
is there, J cannot tell, J will not therfoze 


pꝛeſent pleaſures ſo farre, as to denie my 
ſelf wholly: hut this JJ will do, J will take 
vpon mee the p2ofeſſion of Jelus Chziſt, 


and giue him ſome intertainment in my 


heart, but not wholly : J will not truſt 
him too karre, but take him in the ont 


hand, and the wozld in the other, that ik 


at any time, J bee troubled foz the one, 
Imap cleaue wich honeſtie tothe other, 


and ſay J neuer meant any leſſe. Thus 


doe a nomber in theſe dapes (as their 
deedes doe moſt euidently declare) but 


what get they by it? Surelx, the Loꝛd in 
his luſt tudgement, doth ſo byidle them, 


becauſe: they would not truſt him whol⸗ 
lie to bee their gouernour, that they do ne⸗ 
uer fecle the lweetneſſe of Religion, in 

ſo much that in time ok perſecution they 


they 
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they knowe not which way to turne, be⸗ 
cauſe they would gladly reteyne Chiilt, 
and pet feeling no comfozt by his wozd, 
dare not-cleane whollp vnto him , But 
let vs beware of parting ſtakes betweene 
Sod and the wozld : let vs not come lim. 
ping vnto the Lozd, but with our whole 
wils, hearts and mindes, haue affiance in 
him:that by his mercie wee map reape the 
benefit of Jeſus Chꝛiſts obedifce, fo2 our 
ful contentment in this wozld, and glozift- 
they had ion ie heypubliſied bl 
r 4 ſeen it, t 4 t 
Which was told 125 7 1 id]. Now. 
followeth the 4 their trauaile: to 
wit, that they ſeeing p truthok God in his 
pꝛomiſe, + perteiuing that Gad had ſome 


it abzoad, c told it to othera, as they coul 


greater wozkto du in him, they diſperſed 
get conuenient occaſton: ſothar this be. © hana 


ing the meaning ofche woes; let vs als 


ſerue thoſe 
out of the ſame, foz our inſtrumion : a 
firſt let vs conſiver the time when chey 
Þ| publiſhed it, euen when they vip ſer ann 
|| perceiue plainly, chat it was ſo in deede, 

as they ** 2 


thinges that are tu deres 


Knowledge is 
the firſt 
of Gods (er - 


Hipocrites nei- 
ther be loued 


gion mult firſt be knowne befoꝛe it be vt- 


boch how to direct our dne waies 
alld to make our lichtes ine to wo pow 


of God or ma, 


he firſt Sermon of | 


there could bee no deniall ot it any way. 


Which teacheth vs this leſſon'; that reli⸗ 


teren: kor how cau a man renevlea thing 


vnto an 3 RUAN 
himſelfe : How can ablind man freto di⸗ 


poynt rectan other the wap+Auvtherfoze the 


fir thing that is required at vut Hands, 
in the ſeruiceofG'D O, is chat we ſecke 
thꝛoughly to know his Wil ta che end that 


wee may haue a moſt certepne ground, 
and 


which al men do delire to do, oꝛ at leaſt to 
be ſo accounted: but becauſe they haue not 


that care to he directed by certepne know- 


jedge, hach their owne watet that ſeeme 
god in their dun eyes (yea thougb they be 
wozkes mn themſelues go) are 
theſightofGod, as being fruits that pꝛo⸗ 
ciede nut from faith, and alſo their pzofeſ- 


— ſhew is eſpied faulty euen 


s chen accounted hypo⸗ 


odious in 


ö 
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ings are abhominable , inſamuch as they 


wozdtodothemin faith, and in the iudge⸗ 


both the godiy (to whom the Loꝛn hath 
giuen che ſpirit of diſcretion to diſcerne 


thoſe things that differre) dos ſee their 


courſe to be only in outward appearance, 
and therefoze topne not with them: and al⸗ 
la the wicked who! tannot diſterne other⸗ 
wiſe then by the fruites, do ſee that they 
make a ſhew of one thing, and pꝛactiſe an 
other: and therefoꝛe do euen of all other 
deteſt them moſt, ſo that they being nei⸗ 
thet beloued of God, noꝛ man, muſt needs 
ok all other) be in the worſt caſe; There- 
koꝛe they that intend to take a right coutſe 
wherewith they may both pleaſe God, 
and bꝛing camkoꝛt vnto their own ſoules, 
and alſa ſtoppe the mouthes of their ad⸗ 


haue warrant from him, and bee lure that 
they doe his will, and not to take vppon 
them koz any — octaſton (eitber ol 


Ke TEE RT 


haue not learned by the knowledge of his 


ment of men, they are alſd reiected: fo2 


I TLBrn 


uerſaries, as they bee deſirous to du thaſe 
things that may be apmouedbefozemen, 
ſo let them üirſt begin with this that they 
may learne of the woꝛd ham they may 


9 gaine, 


Ihe firſt Sermon of 
gaine, credite, oꝛ plealing others) to make 
ſhewe ok that, which —— they knowe, 
non yet haue any feeling ok: ſo ſhall they 
in anp extremitie haue the teſtimonie 
'of à good conſcience, the comkoꝛte 
whereok ouertommeth all choſe euilles, 
that the godlie are continually ( thzough 
4. malite of Sathan ) haunted with- 
: Wozeouer, as wee ſee that theſe ſheep- 
heards begun with knowledge, and were 
firſt inſtructed thꝛoughly in the thing 
themlelues: ſo wee ſee, that as ſone as 
they had ſure intelligence of the matter,. 
they publiſhed it, and made it knowne to 
- others: wherein they make knowne, both 
their thankfull hearts to Gov, x alſo their 
louing affections to their bꝛerhzen: their 
5 ill hearts, that hauing receiued 
ſuch a benefire from e hand of GOD, 
thinke it their duette to make knowne vn- 
to others, what a bountifull GOD he is: 


"their louing affections to their bꝛethꝛen, 
that art᷑ deſirous to haue them partakers 
ol choſe notable benefices of God, in the 


birth or his Sonne Jeſus Chaift:wherbp 
I F 
4 f d 


, 
p 


our bꝛethꝛen offending,and to inſtruct thẽ 


not we hate him. And fo2 inſtructing, the 
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duetie, that our thankfuſneſſe tu God, ang po feſnon of 
loue to our bꝛethꝛen muſt moue vs, by all religion ſtan» 


lawfullmeanes,to make that knowne un⸗ dech in repro- 
to others which we our ſelues doe learne ving and in- 
out ot Gods word, the ſumme whereof weten. 
ſtandeth in theſe two poynts: to repꝛoue 


when we ſee them ignoꝛant. The carnall 
man that would not be repꝛoued, becauſe 
he will not amend, no? bee inſtructed, fo2 
that he deſpiſeth Knowledge, will lap, that 
a Miniſter muſt do ſo, but ꝑʒiuate perſons 
are not to meddle in any ſuch matter: ⸗ 
gaynſt whom if J ſhould alleage nomaze 
but only the doings of theſe ſheepheards, 

he were — anſwered: but to make 

it moꝛe cleare by the Scriptures, fox re⸗ 
pzouing ſinne, which is the ürſt poynt. 
The Lozdſapth,4chouſhalt.noc hate thy 4T.cvi 19. 1. 
bother in thy heart, but thou ſhalt plain. 

lie rebuke thy neighbour, and ſuffer him 

not to ſin, IAherby we do molt euidently 

ſee, both chat we ought to repꝛoue one aan 

other offending , and alſa that if wee do it 


sd 


ſecond poynt, Dauid ſapth,* reſtoꝛe to me c S 
anda das ane. £ 
4 


me firſt Sermon f 
EE nud me with thy free ſpirit, then ſhall J 
|| -©-. »» » teachthy wayes vnto the wicked, and ſin- 
= ners ſhall be conuerted vnto thee,So that 
it appeareth plaincly hereby what is the 
dDauetie ot euery Chꝛiſtian, which (in derd) 
cauſeth them that haue a care to keepe 
Gods commaundements , to take this 
courſe wherewithall the godleſle are moſt 
bkall offended, and are ready to offer them 
. any violent iniurie,charging them to do it 
not of care ouer Gods gloꝛie, noꝛ loue to 
thein, but either to ſhewe themſelues bu- 
ſie, in tarping with others, oꝛ els ok an ar⸗ 
rogant bꝛauerie, fo2 pꝛaile to bee accoun- 
ted religious perfons , whole accuſation, 
though it map fallout tu be true in ſome, 
(fo2 wee haue examples of both in the 
Scriptures: f Iudas was a buſie bodie, 
carping at the deed of Marie, fo ſpending 
| : the p2ecious oyntment vpon Chyiſt, that 
might haue been fold er ginen to the pwze: 
SANs. andsSimon Magus was an arrogũt per- 
on, who deſtred the gifts of p holy ghoſt, 
t © for vaitiglozie ſake, rather then to do god 
with them:) Pet it is no excuſe fox the:fo2 
{| ©. :-, though amanrtpzooue me ok malice; in⸗ 
i * Crue ie ofvan gp, pee che igonly to 
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him e not to me. J mult reſpect the thing 
which is foz mp owne beneſtte, and not the 
intent of the party which he ſhall anſwere 
' foz,Therefoze ſeeing the wozld, cannot a⸗ | 
bide this, and yet thou ſect it, inioyned vn⸗ Wich GT 
totheefrom the Loꝛdeꝛbee carefull that in mind we muſt 

thy owne conſcience thou be nat guiltie of rcprone others. 

any ſiniſter minde in doing it, and then let 

them ſtoꝛme neuer ſo much, thou ſtandeſt 

vpon a ſure faundation, and diſchargeſt thy 

duetyylo that his bloud wall bee 'vppons 

owne head, 
| Je is ſaid here althem z they publilbed 

abjoad the thing which was tolde them of 
that child:that 8 allcb they had hearn, x 
na moze, ſhe wing cheir faichfulneſſe foz aur 
inruction:that as GOD hath giuen his 
woꝛd, ſo woulu he haue it all publiſhed and 
made kuotun, as he hath perfected it him⸗ 
ſell lo is it his will; þ we ſhould neither an 
to it, noꝛ detract from it. hut leaue it as we 2 958 N 
find itꝛa leſlon that is very needefull to bee: 
learned: Foꝛthe . 
treaſon againſt God in this point, on boch gm, or ad to 
-fies:ſome do eſteeme certaine pointes of — 
dortrine; too high miſtt ries, and there» God. 
n them n 


e T8 


The firſt Sermon of 
uur docs 
trine of Gods eternall pꝛedeſtination:the 
very ſtaffe and vndoubted ſtay of our hope 
in Jelns Chyiſte ; which is moſt largely 
. handeled in many places of the Scrip⸗ 
N tures at large, and euen (as it were) dil⸗ 
| 9 *-, courſedvpon of purpoſe, > Cſpecially by 

* the holy apoſtle S. Paule in two-ſeuerail 
places: the which, whoſoeuer would haue 
vnknowne. doth accuſe God, either of lack 

ixphe. 1.9. ok diſcretion, to ſet i that downe in his re- 
1 uealed woꝛd that is not to be taught, oꝝ ot 
7 folly to trouble himſelf in reuealing it, and 
1 man inſeeking to know a neꝛdeleſſe thing. 

Others (cnot hauing the right vſe ol Gods 
_ do — thinke it inſuffi⸗ 
„ and thereloze they muſt adde ( fo» 
foot ) ſome deutſe ok their owne bꝛaine, 
| | whereby the Scriptures might bee made 
| | They char doo Perfect »andtheſe do accuſe, the L ode of 
not knowe the Treat careleſneſſe cuer his Churche, that 
vſc ot GODS would giue them ſuch an vnperfectlawe, 
word thinke it whereby all and euery tauſe and perſon in 
| EE nog his Churchcannot be directed: and theres 
| done letting them boch goe, let vs imbꝛate 
all Gods woꝛde, and notbing elſe : let vs 
— nn 
examp 


; — — , . ———— 
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diuerſe 
to beleeneit ras the baſeneſſg dt dis birth, 


ofhis mother, and contenp⸗ he alert 


mus. fleſh and 
che ſpirite in 


Dauid in thoſe dayes was moſt hated by che entrance to | 
the heathen: Ringes, and gouernours): religion. 
There were alſo reaſons: to moue them 
(thoughthey did beleeuc it, yet not to pub · 
liſhe it) as, that Herod would be his eni- 
mie, becauſe hee ſhoulde bee Ringe of the 
lewes, and ſothey clapt in pziſon fox (pzea- 
"ding it abe — — hareſet: and 
-thep Locked ft 7 Wellis 
— —ů 
thele page ſheepheardes, if they confeſled 
; chiachd1ove ende OY 
feare boththe gouernours of the Church, 
and alſa uf the comon wealth to be againſt 
them wbich muſt needs hing vnto them 
gerne eee hewasbur 
———— 
E 
dere at his . 


the ſimplicitie 
tibleneſle of bis kindzed ( fo2 the ſtocke of 


1 _- 

: - : 
: „ 
: , 


: 
" 
at : 


* —— — 
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The ſpiriteuer 
| | getteth victo 
1 Ace ufa 
At length. | 


bb aduaunres fo it, by whoſe example we 
may learne a moſte neceſſary leſſor, Many 


of Chiilt, 


are dzi⸗ 
ut back krom that ſintere courſe chat once 
they did pyactife: whoſe doiugs are cleane 


is once truly 


holly hexeetee 
conſiderations —— — xree 
it: all alurements are e, chat 

him from it:and all afflitetons are ſweete 
| that tome to him with it: this is u mot ne 
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violence: but none of theſe conſiderations 

troubled them w as to feare them from 
— out : ee they — | 
— av aud bodies, reſtedonlyinthar 
child, and therefoze it was their duty to vſe 
all meanes, that the glozie ot God might 


there be that take vpon them the pꝛofeſlion 
o notwithſtanding dy the con · 
ſideratidn either of his baſe eſfate;; oz for 
feare of wojldly loſſe oz tribulation fox his 
ſake, o by one ti 


contrary to the doinges bf theſe ſheepe- 
hearvs:this then is the lefſonfoxvs,where 
Pat: nv ye. ety 
{ealedinthe — — 


p 


ary "meditation in theſe out dayes- 
Jn 
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wherin men are ſo generally carried away | | 
with the pleaſures, delights, and riches of | 
this pzeſent woꝛld, that there ſeemethto | 
be euen ſuch a reuolt, as was in the time 
of our ſauiour Chuiſte, when many ot his 
diſciples went backe ward, inſomuch that 
Chhiſte may ſay co a very ſmall number, 
that ſerue him truly, x now wil you go tw? K Iohn. 5. 50. 
whole ſtay and comfoꝛt is that heauenly 
GOING of Peter, to whome ſhould wee 
Seing Chziſte hath the woꝛdes oke⸗ 
te — life, whome we beleeue and knowe 
to come from God, and to haue all che 
treaſures of knowledge & wiſdom 
hidden in him. The Lowopen 
our eyes that we may ſee 
his waies, ond truly 
walke in che 
ſame, 


I Col.2.y.' | 


Let vs pray. 


3 
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THE SECOND 


SERMON OF OB E- 
dience to the Goſpell. 


Luke. 2. verſe. 18. 5 


«And all that heard it, wondered at 065 
thinges that were told them of the 
_  ſheepheardes. | 


Ov followeth the ſecond ſozt 
of people wherein this thinge 

was effectuall (fe 
thing that is to bee conſidered 
in the heepheardes becauſe the holy ghoſt 
hath ſet it laſt in che t „Iwill allo refer 
it vnto the latter it is ſaid when 
they heard of the ſheepeheardes both the 
thing that was come to paſſe and alſo the 


euer point ofreligid is rating 
al men,wherin we may that! 


fox the chirde 


mean parties res agree 


1 
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foxce of Gods wozd which carrieth with it 


ſuch a maieſty, that it beeing lncerly deli · 
uered,ſhaketh p heartes euen ur al eſtates 
ol men. Mhich wee may alla learne ofthe 


Loꝛde himſelfe, by the mouth of the holie 
1ophet ſaipng.* Surely as the rainecs- 
meth downe and the ſnowe from Peauen, 
and returaeth not thether, dut watreth the 
earth and makes it to ming fozth and to 
bud, that it may giue ſeed to the ſower and 
. bzeade vnto him that eateth : ſo ſhall mp 
woꝛd be that goeth out of my meuth:it ſhal 
not returne vnto mee void, but it Hall ac- 
"complith that which 7 mill 2 And it ſhall 
polper in the thinge whereto J fend it. 
weco-what end and faz what purpoſe 

wWof G O Dis ſent (that we may 
knowe hom it wozketh) S. Paule doth no- 
whip et dawne. b GOD ſaith he maketh 
tt the.ſauour of his knowledge by 
in eue Alec, Foz weare vnco God 
; 9. n eee 
m ch periſh, to the one 


Obedience to the Goſpell. 
in one manner: foz ſome it hardeneth 
th2ough their owne peruerſenes, others it 
moliftechand maketh them moꝛe obedient 
viito-Gody and ſarely this is a'doctrine © 
wherewithall we haue — e 
min our lelues. We haue heard the u 
a long time, and it is plaine that it alw 
woꝛketh one wap o other: ſo that euerte How a man 
one of vs may thus reaſon with our ſhallknowe 
ſelues: Path the Golpell bene ppofirable doc in 
vnto me then haue Jencreaſed in knows ay god — 
ledge, growne ſtronger in kaith, and holier o 
in life: by the hearing ofthe ſame, if J can 
find theſe fruites of the wozd in me, trulp, 
then haue J (to the comfozr of my owne 
ſoule) a teſtimonie within me, that Gods 
woꝛd is vnto me, the ſauour of life vnfo ' 
life: but tontrartwiſe, am 1 
as was 2 as kaithleſſe as J was and The 
ſinkull as J was + Surelp [ 
full taking, foꝛ (though J ferle it not) ny 
heart is hatdened euerie daie, and J 


— 


longer J liue) am fill f ee eons Ou Y 


This is a fearefull re rigl 
ly weped) not only cof 
ſed koes to the woꝛd that — hearty; 
(whome all men W 


e *1TBPg 


Jam in awo: e 
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rate eſtate) but alſo, to them that other. 
7s Wiſe are taken and do take themſelues fo2 
1 ciuill honeſt men, that foꝛ oꝛders ſake will 
= 4 rob, ꝑꝛeſent themſelues in the place where the 
„ fallionsfake, nb of God is preached, and think there⸗ 
„ by that the Pꝛeacher is beholden vnto 
n that they will vouchſafe to giue 
countenance to him with their p2eſence : 
but neuer care noꝛ regard what is ſpoken, 
- neither reape any beneſtte by it: ſuch may 
2 aflurethemſelues ( foꝛ moſt ſure it is) that 
. *thrp do depart woꝛſe than they came, be⸗ 
ttauſe the woꝛd that they haue heard muſt 
needes haue his wozke, and returneth not 
Bp £0:God in vaine. 
Hienrers that Theſe people that thus wondered at 
ee chething, are pet further to be conſidered, 
. to wit, that fop all their wondering, we 
reade not, that euer they ſet the one fate 
pbefoꝛe the other, to go to the place where 
* Chiiſt was, that they might ſer him: 
which argueth, that thep didnot maruell 
In reſpect 
mankind by Chꝛiſt, but only, becauſeof 
the ſtrangenes ok the thing, and that foꝛ 
che time pꝛeſent. The woꝛld now adaies 


& àve full of eee right ol the ſame 
91 "x diſpo- 


3 


— the benefit that redounded to 


— . ———— * ttt. 1 a. Hs. —— 6 
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dſpolitton, fox let rh come to the Church | 
where they heare Gods wozd pzeached, | 
you ſhall ſee them p2eſenclp ſo attentiue, 
as though they would catch the doctrine | 
befozett be vttered: ſeeming fotovepeny | 
vpon the mouth of the miniſter, that they 
thirſt fo the-yoctrinebefoze it come; and | 
alſo departing from thence, pou ſhall Iu 
hearethem with one conſent and general 2. 
applauſe; admire the knowledge, zeale, | 2 
C4 


boldnes, and gikts of the man: commen⸗ 
ding it highly to be as god a Sermon as 
euer they heard: but aſke them what it 
was , they cannot tell, it is but as the 


flaſh of a lightning vnto them, quickly 


vaniſhed from their vnderſtanding: pea, 
loke into their liues how they pꝛoſit by 


that doctrine koꝛ their amendment: they 
be euen as they were befo2e, neuer bene⸗ 
ficed by it, whereby they do notably con⸗ Willing hea- 
demne themſelues + Foz, in hearkning to 3 
it ſo diligently; they conſent that it ſhould 
be heard: in co 


minenving it fo highly,thep . 
confeſſe it ſhould be obeied, and pet in that 
they neither are inſtructed, no refozmen 
by it, they ſhewe themſelues to walke 
| — to * an 


TheſecoridSrrmoii of 


do-app2oue : and ſo they nerde no other 
Judge hut their aiune hearts, no: witnes 
againſt them, but their owne conſciences, 
therefoze (if we deſire not to be of this 
nomber) let vs growe in knowledge and 
refoꝛmation by the woꝛd, and then do we 
heare and pꝛofeſſe the Goſpell aright, let 
vs not ſap, be ſaid well, and neuer tare to 
remember his ſayings: let vs not ſay, we 
ſhould da thus, o2 (as the manner is) he 
tonched ſuch and ſuch perſons notably to 

day r hut let vs apply it unto our ſelues, 
and teape fruit from it fox our owne a: 

mendment, which ali muſt do that will be 

rünht hearers of Gods word. 
But Mam kept all thoſe things, and c 
dered them in her heurr.] This is the | 
third partie, wherein the birth of Chaiſt 
euealed by the Angel is effectuall, ſhoe | + 
e was che Mother ok the Childe, and dis 
a ungwe thar he was wonderfully conceis | + 
e ued, and therefdze was perſwaden, that 
2920973} God had a maruetlous wozke fo do by 
9: bim: And ſceing firſtthe Angell comming 
toher, ann then theShepeheards, was 

further induced to muze of the matter and 
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Fitft; ſhe kept them; fecondly, ſht nonde⸗ 
red them in hit heart. ile ante 
FKepf all thoſe things,] The firſt :thev- 
ri — is, that che kept them altta⸗ 
er as it were in one bundle both ehr 
Angels ſpeach, unn the Sherpchratus 
tomming to hir, and euerp other cireum⸗ 
— the mauer of her ſonnes intarna⸗ 
tion and birth, wherein ſhe cheweth her 
ſelfe obedient euern wap vnto the woꝛd of 
— — —— 
'Gabziel had {ter us⸗ 
HY and now the 2 — 
laitth it then allo 
vp in her heart! If the hav berivof the 
mind that many bi in thele our daies; and 
vet take themſelues vo be god Chyiſli- . 
ans, the would haue lad vnd the Shop- 
beards : Why do J heare this from por: 
Ahaus beene — — os 
from heauen. Tahp: then ſhould 
Late vuto it againe eſpecially being 
ken by pou, chat be bur inferiour perſons, 
ok ns reputation ? So ſay ma 

v8;/if they hears one dodrine twier, uh 
thinke it not woꝛthte the — 4 


betanſe cher . 
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atthe ũrſt: but if it he the ſecond time by 
a meaner Miniſter than at the firſt, they 
abhoꝛre it ſo much the maze; ſaping: J 
heard this handled by a learneder man 
than her is, by Paiſter Dodour, by 
Maiſter Archdeaton, cc. I am dure he can 
ſaye no moꝛe in it (naꝛ ſo much) as he 
did, thereloꝛe A wil be gone. But Mary 
was not of this mind : oz he conſidered, 
that the ſherpeheards could: not came to 


the tnowledge of che thing, without the 


will of God:; and that theLogd-who gui- 


thither, and therefoze it was meete fox her 
to hearken diligentip, and mare euerie 
woꝛd verie attentiueiy ; Which vſe alſo 
me muſt make oe che like: fo if ae Syar- 

ro fall not vppon the — 
vur fathers will z then can not we, neither 
wall we heare any part of his heauenlie 
ond, without his appointment. There⸗ 
koje A muſt make this vſe (rather) of it, 
reaſoning with my ſelle thus thinke 
that J knowe this point now in 
handling well ynough : but yet J am de⸗ 


. 


deth all things, han directed them ta tome 


teined, fo: God would not then haue it 
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to heare it as diligently, and marbe it as 
carefully, as though J had neuer knowne 
erſt what it meant: and on the other ſide, 
the partie, who hath heeretokoꝛe refuſed to 
obey ſuch oz ſuch a doctrine, and heareth it 
in his eares againe, map reaſon 
thus with himſelfe, why doth God offer 
it vnto me, knowing, that here - toloꝛe 
haut deſpiſed it? Surely becauſe he hath 


a loue vnto me, and would haue me re: What oo” 


wicked ſh 
bam ay norbe condemned: Behold the chidke chen 


—_—_ wyeechd ſar: thereon doctrine 
go vnto and ſay, Father, J which they 
— — > thy! bane 4<b4cd 
ſight, and am not wozthie to be called thy Ones. 
ſeruant: I haue done wickedly , in con⸗ 6” 
temning i often thy Holie word, in ra: 
ſting it behinde me deſpite fully: and non 
Lom, foꝛ thy mercies ſake be fauozable 
vnto me, and reteiue me vnto thy mercie. 
Happie-is that man that can make this 
ble ot Gods word: bat ik they do not, 
they map take it thus/(foz it is undo. 
. the _—_ Ge be een 
amend, and conuert not, moze 
9 
C 4 "as 


de ſecond Sermon of 
Ad pondered them in her beert 
'The ſecond thing that Mary did, they he⸗ 
ing kept in the cheſt ol her heart, it is ſaid 
is nozeouer, that ſhe pondered them, that 
| is, called them ofcen to herremembzauce, 
E was alwaies muzing of them. Where- 
in we may behold, an example of moſt 
chꝛiſtian modeſtie, that hauing ſo great 
matters reuealed vnto her, ſhemaketh uo 


_ noured of all men, audadmired fa it. but 
is rather carefull to make vſe af it vnto 
her ſelſe. 7 example is eozxected 
that p2oud of wozldlings, who, al- 
heit they knowe one point of reli: 
gion aright, noz pet can tell hom to begin 
3 of a godly life: yet notwith⸗ 
| ſtanding; they will oppoſe: themſelues, 
both in knowledge againſt the learnedelt, 
and in gadlines againſt the moſt holie, 


2A 
P08 


i 


— — 2 —— — — 


outface the true ſeruants of the 
their bꝛags ⁊ and to the vttermoſ} 


FE — — 
a 
vain — which inſtruceth 


— —— —— : a 
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a” +: 3 oo 4 I * 
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/ bzag of it, as thaugh ſhe were to be bo⸗ 


whole, belpe (in derde) Sathan vieth a 


———— 
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the godly ta be lowlie in their owne con⸗ | 


—— in cheir omne imaginati⸗ The godlier 
it doch bzing them to the chat a wan is, | 
— linned ; and the de⸗ the hu. be | 
— they are brought be. | 
lowe,and taught to depend vpõ che meeree 
mertie oł Gad, to boaſt in nothing; but 
their oon infirmities : to deſire to Rnotu 2, Cor 11.30. 
nothing but Jeſus Chi, and him cruti. | 


b 

fiews Gn 2 
Agame we ate to obſerns;thar he there ＋ 
foze pondered them in her heare, becauſe © 


ſhe did not yet behold what would be the 
euent at thele things: and yet che would 
not neglea them. By whole example we 

may leatne a Þ2oficabletrifon; to teach s 
e nag 

8. E * 

that pꝛeſent — it, we of * 
— — — 

it, as they that be certainely perſwaded vf 

Gods faudur to them, haue not pꝛeſent 
o2 ſo getat nerde of the comfoꝛts againſt 
viltruſtfulnes-,; they that be ſufficiently 


led, neede not greatly the ſeuere re⸗ 
pꝛehenſions af the Law: yet notwithſtan⸗ 
wee they heare the doctrine; they 


The ſecond Sermon of 

are not ſtraightway to thinke they nede 
not hearken vnto it, but rather they muſt 
pPionder it in their heart, and lap it vp there 
. 2"? aginaftore-houſe, Me may learne this 
1 leſſon by the example of a god houſhoul- 
florers in der, who finding any implement in his 
. knowledge. houſe , which he pyeſently knoweth not 
boom ts beſtom, will ſap, J will keepe it 
ſeauen peares, and once in that time J 
ſhall haue vſe ofit: tuen ſo it fareth with 
Chꝛiſtians, they are to pꝛouide foꝛ war in 
the time of peace: to arme themſelues as 
wel where Sathan ſtriketh not, as where 
he doth ſtrike, and to be furniſhed with the 
complete armoꝛ of God, to be inſtructed 
with doctrine euerie waie, that where ſoe⸗ 
uer, oꝛ when ſveuer he ſhall aſſaile vs, his 
blowes may be warded, and kept backe 
with the ſwozd of the ſpirit, which is the 
woꝛd of God ka we are nut woꝛthie to be 
ſo much of Gods caunſell, as to knowe 
with what trial be wil ſearch vs next, and 
therefoze we are to be euerie way pꝛoui⸗ 


* * . F ws 
re . 
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kot, if we lack it then, we had as god lack | 
it ſtill , aud therefoꝛe let vs p2ouide foꝛ it 5 ; 
aloꝛe· hand, þ we neuer be fouud as 5 fo: — 
liſh Uirgins, without oile in our lamps. e Math. 2 440, | 
And the ſheepheards returned glorifying - noi | 
&-praiſing God, for all that they had heard 
and ſcene, as it was ſpoken vnto the. ] This 
is the third & laſt effect that is ſet downe 
vnto vs to be wꝛought in 5 ſherpeheards, 
by the knowledge of the birth of Chzilt 
_ conteineth — it —— 
returning: ſecond, their glozifying 
and pꝛayſing ot God: third; the caule 
wherefoze,fo2 all arch ber bern 
ſeene as it was ſhewed vnto them. | 
The ſheepeheards returned. The firſ 
thing (as you ſee) is, that when they had 
ſeene, and were fully inſtructed in the birth 
of Jeſus Chaiſt, they returned back again 
krom Bethlem vnto the place of their foꝛ⸗ 
mer abode, to exerriſe the dueties ol 
their oꝛdinarie voration: wherein we may 
behold in what place they let the wozkes 
af their calling, euen in the laſt place of 
all: fo2 we ſee, that they firſt went in halt 
to the place where Chꝛiſt was 


then publiſhed « Soweto he wo, 


e *1TÞPp 


The world 


ou ht to  giue 
e torcli- * 


gion. 
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Kin of our owne ſaluation, a leſſon that 
ner ſpoken than pꝛactiſed: fox howe fewe 


egquall degree with religion, 
fer it (being of it ſelfe an vnderling, the 
; ut vnder mans 


keetẽ) to be ſo lautie as to be check · mate 


rhe ſecond Sermon of 
and laſtiy, when they had done they retur · 
ned: we are to learne then (if we meane 
to pʒoſit by their example) to pꝛeler the 


knowledge of Jeſus Chzilt,'@ the ſpꝛea⸗ 


ding abꝛoade of his will, whereby he may 
be gloꝛiſied befoze our owne matters of 
this woꝛld. Fo? the ſtrſt end of our creati- 
on is Gods f gloꝛie, and the ſecond, dur 
owne ſaluation, wherevnto in their dene. 
tall places the baſhieſſes'of this world 
muſt attend and giue place, that is, that 

ings that be in, '02 vppon this earth 
ſhould be any hinderances vnto vs forfle 
of Gods gloꝛie, and the ſees 


is ſonertaught than it is learned, and lo 


are there to be found in this wozld that da 
kerpe their woꝛldly deſires ſo farre under, 


that they be wholly eaten vp with the glo⸗ 
rie ok the Loꝛd? And how manie are there 


euerie where that vo plate this woꝛld in 


wherof Godhath | p 


with religion, yea and to checke (often⸗ 
times) 


yea andſuf- | v 
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times) and to controll the verie motions 
ofthe ſpirit ol Gods But of all other, bow 


eaſy a thing is it to find euery where thoſe 


perſons that do entertaine this pꝛeſent 
woꝛld as a Queene, giuing therevnto the 
whole rule and gouernmẽt ok their hearts 
and minds, and turning religion cleane 
out at the dcxes, do bid her farewell, and 
ſet her to begging. Wherevpon, ſhe haz 
uing ſo long offered her ſelfe vnto this 
land, and finding ſo bale intertainement, 
ſhe is at this pꝛeſent almoſt baniſhed out 
of it, ſo that a man may ſeeke whole hou⸗ 
ſes, and not find her, townes and coun- 
tries, and pet her face is found ſcarce to 
appeare. Buthowſoeuer the wozld deſpi⸗ 
ſeth her (beeing that wiſedome of God 
ſpoken ol by Salomon, that cryeth in the 
ſtreetes) we are to pꝛefer her befoze gold 
and ſiluer, befoꝛe delights # pleaſures, 3 
we are to make it the finall end ol all our 
deuiſes, and counſels, to pꝛocure him vnto 
vs, who only teachech the ſeruice of God, 
and openeth the wap to eternal life. And 


not to do, as is the manner of many, who. 


when they be exhozted to make religion 


__ e and nne 1. 
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ſelues thus to the wozlde, will anſwere 
(their owne conſciences telling them that 


The Sutgof it ſhould be ſo) indeede J confes. Jam too 


worldlin 


why they be truth, J could not as pet doe as J woulde, 
not religious. fy N haue had ſo many matters in hand as 


* cv * 
n " 


ee, eee 


modttie that J am about, then. v 


ſaketh them, then wil they foꝛſake it: But 
pꝛime of all our labours, he will be ſerued 


blame to bee ſo negligent, but to ſay the 


J could pollibly turne my lelfe vnto, which 
are indifferent well ouergone now: ſo that 
il J had once done with one oꝛ two buſinel⸗ 
(es moe, oꝛ, if I had ſuch and ſuch a com⸗ 
ſhal ſer 
me be at an other ſtay. Thus do theſe per⸗ 
ſons think that they do anſwere wilelx, and 
pet euen in ſuch ſpeaches they declare, that 
when they haue ſerued the wozlde , then 
will they ſerue God: ( fo they ſhall neuer 
want ſuch excuſes lo long as they liue) 
when they haue nothing elle to doe, they 
wil be religious:in effect, when inne foꝛ⸗ 


GO D looketh fo) the firlt kruites fo2 the 


beekoze and aboue afl er thinges: and 
therfoꝛe let vs not think co deale with him 


i dilet vs not deceiue(oꝛ flatter our ſelues ) 


thus: but let vs follom the example of Da- 
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pꝛaiſe ol his holie name, and that from our 
youth vy ward, ſo ſhall wee bee ſure of the 
beſingofGD Ochse, n in the 
wozld to come. 

Let vs pet obſerue further the doinges 
oftheſe ſhepherds, who ( though they were 
verie zealous and foꝛward ) pet you lee, 
that in his due place they had allo a duti⸗ 
full care of their calling, not beeing ſo far 
carried awaie from their ſbeepe, that they 
vtterly foꝛgotte them: but it is repoztev 
ol them heere, (and alowed by the ſpirite 
of GOD) that thep returned, to witte, to 
their charge againe: by whoſe example 
wee doe learne this leſſon, that Neligion 
(euen in the perfection theresf) doeth not 
aboliſh the oꝛdinarie calling of this wozld, 
no} exempt any man from taking ſome 
lawfull waie oz other foz the mainte⸗ 


naunce ok himſelfe and bis fammil, Fo 
wozld, 


OSD hauing placed man in this 
and adozned it with the woonderfull ri- 
ches of his creatures, and made them all 
foꝛ the vle ol man, permitteth vnts him 


(receiuing them as from him thankkul⸗ 


neſle, and vſing them fo his nereſlitie, 2 b 


and n free vſe and beneſe of AD: 


— — 
* 
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in the ſane; pea rather 
. "02 exempting a man from 
his calling, that it is the only direction foꝛ 
man, both to choſe vnto himſelfe ſuch a 
allng ds e ful: : and alſo (hauing 
admitted himſelfe therevnto) to employ 
himſelfe in the ſame aright; and to vſe it 
Aawfully: the ſeripture is plentikull foꝛ the 
pꝛole o ok this point. Let vs conſider ok cer⸗ 
taine places koꝛ the warrant of this doc⸗ 
1. The. 4. trine, But wel beleech youc bꝛethꝛen) that 
10. 11. pee 3 moze, and that pee 
Hibs to m"_ — to medle with pour 
owne duſines, and to wozke with your 
dune hands as we ton 
k 2. Theſſ. 3. . — 
10. 11. 12. of, that ik there were any that would not 
wotke? that he ſhould not eate: foꝛ wee 
heare that'there are ſome which walke a- 
mong vou inozdinately, and woꝛke not 
at all-buf te buſſe bovies: therefoze them 
that are ſuch we com and exhoꝛt by 
e that they mah 
with quietnes, and tate their own bꝛead. 
he Baptilt teaching the people 
of repentatice, _—_ 


this w06j7d,/and/all the things 'concained | 
is ſo far 


vou, an 
plate: æ This we warned you 
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led no man to leaue his calling. but rather 
taught him the righte vſe ol the ſame, + . Cor. T% 7 
Daint Paul likewiſe telleth vs, that wee | 
may vle this wozlde , yet it muſt bee as | 
we vſed it not, chat is, nor ta fi; our 
mind vpon it, butelteeme ol it as aneceſ@s .. 
fary thing in this pꝛeſent pilgrimage, fs pour ſorw of 
that ehe doctrine beeing moſt enident, it people that 
teacheth vs to condemne 5 doings of four: abuſe this 
ſeueral{ſoxxes'of people: ür of them chat Tg | _ 
vnder che pꝛetence and ſhew of religion; 


of peopl 
wilt imme an idle life; bering carelefſe bod) 
fox them ſelues and their families, allead- 


ging this: GOD —— and in che 
meane while they ethe means whers - 
by hee pꝛouideth, lining a careles and'ivle | 


life pes are burchenous (often) to their 
—.—— think, that becauſe then po- 
n,others ſupport the, 


keſſe religio 

but chen are to Rome cht (ikther bee nn 
r lathe and impotent 3 

20 cannot pouide koʒ chem ⸗ 4 
ſelues) The Apoſtle enfoineth to them, to $ 
eate their owne bzead with quictnes, And 
if they doe pzoutve fi 7themſelues, and are 25 
able (chꝛough their charge)todoit in . 
dee nn 


! 
b 
e 
| 
'F 
| 
| 


mm - arepetfurthertolearne,chatcheymuſt al- 
ieee, ſo labour that they may = giue to him that 


© fa 16.1. 
and this is not onlp to be looked to gene⸗ 


in their Maiſters buſineſſe, whith if tbey 


„Col. 3 22. 
ding tothe fleſh in all things, not with eie 


5 21 Ep heſ. 6.8. 


rag "Op man doth,thac ſame halle 
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needs, to haue ſuch a care ouer their pe 
hzethꝛen, that all the helpe that they can 


poſſibly et dazde, is to bee employed tothe 
benefic of the ſaints a that are ou the earth, 


rally in them that haue the gouernment 
of themſelues in theſe 5 hut alſo to 


be diligently conſideredofby ſeruants that 


»ofeſl religion: foz it isacommon com- 
plaint( the truth whereof J referre vnto e · 
uerie mannes conſcience)that it once they 
become religious, they wax moze careleſſe 


do, it is a greiuous ſinne in them, fo2 reli⸗ 
gion tearheth them no ſuch matter, neither 
giueth them anie ſuch leaue, but rather 
cleane contrarie, o foʒ S; Paul eniopneth 
vnto ſeruants, that they ſhould be obedient 
vnto them that are their Baiſters acco2- 


ſeruice as men pleaſers, but in ſingleneſſe 
f fearing God: and bzingeth a rea · 
m an other place)? co perſwade them 
ther · vnto:to witte. 3 that whatſoeuer 


- 
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ceiue oftheLope, whether be be bond oz = 
free, and ſaith further in an other place, a ar Tims. 
g_ they e _ of God and | 
doctrine euill ſpaken of, and therefoze, 
if anie ſhall by colour of religion, wart 
careleſfein his Paitters affaires let both 
bimſelfe and others knowe,that hee is not 
religious in deve, but abuſeth tbe name of 
religion, to couer his owne ſinnes. For 
tbis is mol true, that religion is the onely 
22 _— 2 a _ 
ce to to their Paiſters games, 
andtherefoze they chat would haue pꝛoli⸗ 
table ſeruants let them not onely be cate⸗ 
Auto retaine ſuch as thep knoweofeare l s 
Gos, but alſo that they inſirurt / them va ⸗· | 
liein the feareoftheLozd, reaching them 
to doe euerie thinge by knowledge out of 
the wohn and conſcience of obedience vuto 
GDD. REY The ſecond 
this doctrine are iuſtly repzooued, bee the {orc ol people. 
Auabaptiſts. and their Couſin-germanes - 
the familie of Loue, (ot Luſt A maꝝ terme 
them better)who(milkaking that place of 
Scripture in the Actes of the Apoltles . 
where it is ſaiv, that they chat were con - 
nerced bnto Saen W 
Mo 


r 


3 


pertie in any thing that he pꝛolleſleth, but 


pat 
the text at the ſirſt bluch ſeeme to impoꝛt 


buying and ſelling, 


| The ſecond Sermon of 
mon) do holde, that no manhath anie pꝛo⸗ 


that euerte bzother hath as lawfull intereſt 
in it, and may vle it when hee will, as the 
tie himſelfe, and though che woꝛdes of 


ſo much: yet being duely tonſidered they 
containeno ſuch matter, fo2 the verſe fob 
lowing voth ſhewe the meaning ofthe fo2- 
mer where it is aide that they ſold their 
poſſefſions', and parted to euerie one as 
they bad need, that is they had ſuch a ʒeale 
and loue vnto the bꝛethꝛen, that they did 
roiciue ann helpe them. But if it hould be 


aten, it were manifeſt contrarie to o⸗ 
ther places of the ſeriptures ( which were 
great blaſphemie to thinke that any parte 


of Gods word ſhauld be contra ie to an o⸗ 


ther ) fo2 truth is one, and alwaies like it 
elle and nothing 


tommeth from God, but 
- t is al truth, an — — 
inthe Srriptures we reade, tbat SOD 
huth ſet dawne lawes to gouerne men 
that euet ie one ſhould 


ein, and chat none ſhoulde 


_ - ifiterieltiprher 
dekraud an other by falſe waights, oꝛ mea⸗ 


„re , which were a 
a. needeleſle 
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needelelle doctrine, if men had no pꝛoper· 
tie in things, fo then why ſhould they ſel  - 7 
Du what needed the other to buy! Beſides 
that, che Scripture is plentifull in this, to 
exboꝛt ritch men vnto liberalitie and pitie 
in releeuing their needie bꝛethꝛen, and ne⸗ 


uer entoineth vnto ante, to at compt no- 


thing his owne. Againe we reade of ma- 

nie godlie men that were ritch, and had 
great poſſeſſion, as Abzaham, Job, Salo⸗ 
mon, Zacheus,Joſeph of Aremathis, pea, 
and after the time of thaſe conuerted by 
Peter, as Coꝛnelius, Simon the Tanner, | 
and Gaius. who is ſaide to be the hol ob Rom. 16.23. 
the whole Churche. Laſtly. (which is the | 
moſt inuincible place of al) God hath com⸗ 
maunded that we ſhould not ſteale, which 
commaundement is neuer bzoken , if no 


man poſleſſech ol his owne, oꝛ if one mans 


goodes were common to an other man, 
therfoze let vs imbꝛace this as an vndoub. 


ted truth, that God hath giuen vnto euery 


in that which he lawfully 
——— rar — 

care e de | 
bee een n e a, | 


The 


The Kcoud Sermon of 


The n Che third ſozt is rhat rout of Friers and 
| ofpcopk., Montes, who pretending themoze opo}- 
| tunttie toſerue GD DD, abandoned them⸗ 
ſelues from all callings both ofthe church 
and common · wealth to the ende that they 
might liue an idle and loytering life, who 
thꝛough their hipocriſie robbed the people 
to enritch themſelues, and their celles, and 
beeing careleſſe of euerie good exerciſe, 
whereas by the Apoſtles rule ( afoze al- 
leadged ) they ſhoulde not haue eaten yer 
mah ane, they were ( foꝛ themolt 3 
ſo ſtal· fed, and were fo fat Abbey · lubbers. 
at though they had been willing) they 
| Nees, and not able to perfo2me ante 
good thing: thele bee they that would de⸗ 
HAourel( not only widowes houſes, but euen 
whole Loꝛdſbips, vea, and the fat of whole 
Tountries) vnder the pzetence of denotion, 
and long ſuperſtitious pꝛaiers, and'pce 
not withſtanding the verieſt Caterpillers 
that euer were, whereby we may beholde 
(diſcerning the tree by the fruit) wbat 
greedie vermine Poperie doth hatch ann 
hing foorth, to the greate impoueriſting 
of whole tommõ-welths, and kingdomes. 
We are not(Govs NOT 


: 
| 
l 1 
4 


— 


who haue 
line ſo wicke 


fop religion, np per cnillnetie, wha 
perience) are the greateſt foeg that de 
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much troubled with ſich people in theſe 
our dayes, pet we are 2 peſtrey 
with a kind of men that be much like the 
in qualities, and thoſe be they that when 
they could not thziue in their traves, 02 
could not live idly in them (being god fox 
nothing, though they can neither teach 
others; noꝛ pet haue learned what reli⸗ 
gion is themſelues) haue (and do daily) 
thꝛult them ſelues into the Piniſtetie, 
being of qualities much like vnta Jero⸗ 
boams Pꝛieſts, where-vpon ariſeth this 
enozmitie, ot all other, moſt to be lamen⸗ 
ted, that peze people (notwithſtanding 
this long none of the Goſpell ) re- 
ignoꝛant as they were in 


ſee theſe people that ſhould leade them, 
onely changed their coates, 
wickedly, that they neither care 


1 _ that I knowe by ex- 
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teach publiquely: the Loꝛde put it in the 
© HR heartsof gouernours to {ee it redꝛeſſed. 
be ſoumm The — — people, 
ol | is the greedie couetous woꝛldlings, who 
(reſpecting onely their dune gaine) haue 
no regard what courſe they take, be it law⸗ 
1 full, o2 vnlawfull ſo that they may haue 
great aduantage hy ie, which people gene ⸗ 
EX rally bee ſuch , as ſeeke either to feede the 
veines and itching deſires ok fantaſticall 
heads with gay, goꝛgeaus, and nem deui⸗ 
ſes, whoſe gaine ( though the foltie and 
fickle headed alter ation of vs Engliſumt) 
is great: but if they bad truely learned this 


doctrine, that religion cnioineth vuto eue⸗ 
rie man a laweful calling, and ſuchy a one, 


whereby he may be — as 
. mong men, they woulde with thoſe godlie 
Adds. 19.19. Epheſians, not onelie*leaue thoſe curi⸗ 
EY ous Arts, but euen burnethebokes wher⸗ 
phy ſuch kollte is learned. Contrariwiſe, 
where religion is taught, and the fruit 
not ſbewed, ſuch perſons pooue the ſozeſt 
enimies, and moſt pꝛofeſſed foes vatore- | 
ligion. Fog mhat a ſtirre did ¶ Demetri- 
us make in Epheſus at the | 
3 * Ans * defend his owne- 
trade 


vA, 19.24. 
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trade of vngodlie gaine, by making ſtill 
temples oz ſhꝛines fo} Diana much like 
vnto the boxes wherein the Papilks are 

wont to put their little G D Dalmightie 
(as they terme him) ſo that it bethooueth 
euerie one that is carefull to pleaſe God, 
and haue beneſtte by religion to labour to 
be certilied out of the woꝛde of GDD, of 
the lawfulneſſe ofhis calling, to the end, 
that hee may embꝛate the Goſpell with a 
good conſcience. But parttealatly thoſe 
bee eſpecially by this doctrine ſeuerely to 
be rep2ehenden, that either reſpeeting the 
greateſt gaine, 02 idleſt lite, doe conuert = 
all that they haue into money, * 
it out vnto- vſurie , of all 
the verie canker of the commonwealth 


_ at this daye, and a ching 
ee Pants n lawfull, 
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Ciuill law, and Canon lam, and as foz 
the law ol God (whole only authozitie J 
fight with-all againſt it) it is as plaine tu 
be pꝛoued, that it is a hozrible ſinne to 
take any gaine, in any commonitie foꝛ the 
loane of money, as that Jeſus Chzift our 
ſauiour died vpon the Croſſe fo che guilt 
of our ſinnes „ and therefoze let no man 
flatter himlelke with this oz that qualiſt- 
cation, as why may I not? #c, Fo2 noex- 
cuſe may ſerue againſt Gods owne wozd, 
no exceptions map be made againft it, foꝛ 
God ſaith flatly, * Thou maiſt not giue 
out thy money vpon vſurie, no2 take any 
intereſt ; foz if thou doeſt, there is = no 
place foz thee in the Tabernacleof God, 
neither ſhalt thou reſt "FOO holie hill, 
and therefoze neuer excuſe the matter fo2 
lucres ſake, Damne not thine owne ſoule 
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pet yon ſee, that after they had found that 
thes di did deſire, they had their flockes to 
returne to againe, wherein we may be⸗ 
hold the great loue of God vnto them, 
that in thoſe dangerous times thep2 
flocks were pꝛeſerued vnto them, where⸗ 
by we may learne this generall leſſon, 
that religion rightly vled is no enimie to Region no 
lawfull gaine: neither of it ſelfe doeth it — 
bzing vnto man any hindzante: a doc- full gane. 
trine that will hardly ſincke- into the 

heads of a number, fo they perſwade 
themſelues, that nothing is moze eni⸗ 

mie to wozldlie g aine , than r 
whome J do biiefl anſwer thus, that if 
they meane euerie kinde of gaine which 
way ſoeuer it be come by, without regard 
whether it be had by right oz wong, 
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tag a courſe to. gaine vnto euerie one of 

childzen; whereby it is pꝛoued law- 
bal and fo the uk of their labour, the 
12 5 iſed that he ſhall reape it. 


the kingdome of God, and 

righteouſnes, = all cheſe things 
99 0 miniſtred vnto you, Mhere you 
ſee, that God hath pꝛomiſed his bleſſing 
euen in this life to them that be trulp re- 
ligious. But you will ſay to me, how is 
that true + Fo2 we le in experience the 
godlie man commeth vnto manie extre- - 
mities. J auſwere, that religion was ne- 
uer the cauſe of any of them: fo you muſt 
vnderſtand, that God neuer puniſpeth, but 
either to cozrect, to trie, e 
pie: one whereof is the cauſe of euery 
Fee, ſap, if 
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trauailes to acknowledge them to be vnfit 
to peclde vs any — his gra⸗ 
tious e er 


pꝛaiſe 
——— culbereint 2 
ſelues not to bee foꝛgetkull 02 vathanke- 
full of GODS mertie toward them, by 
whole example we map learne what due- 
tie we owe vnto the Loꝛde out God in re⸗ 
ſpect of his manifold bleſlings, that wee 
mum glozifie his holy name continually 
fo: them: which leſſon wie had verie much 
neede ta obſerue and 
courſe of the woꝛlde nom avates to bee 
chankefull vnto G O D; as they are to 
men -withawozd andaway,nener remeni 


dzinghim any moze: but we are to know, 
that God will not be lo ſerued: heerequi- | 
. *-- xethcontinuallandhearcie thankes at dur 


handes : which. il we wouldrightly con- 

Over, wee ſhoulde not generally bee ſo 

reach vs experience of the lone of GOD 

towardes vs, and ſo make vs moze Zea: 

lous)voth clean weare out „ 
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the remembyaunce of foꝛmer benefites re⸗ 
ceined , ſo that you ſhall ſeethemthat by | 
ſpeelalfauot tha they haue found at ods | | 
bands, are (ich a ſeaſan) excerding hot ans 
foꝛzward in religion: But it is with them 
accoming to the common Pꝛouerbe, ſoone 
hot, ſone colde,foxthep become afterward 
ſo faint and cold in their courſe begunne, 
that it may be truly ſaid of them, as it was 108 
of the Churche of Epheſus, that haue fal- 

len from their firſt loue,*J would to God, FJ 
ER | wenne a fel Go rk 

platut in this place, to (to ſpeake 
generally) A baue ſeenemoze zeale , moze 
loue and care vnto religion than nowe J 
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wozd,that now they bee re 
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lingering in vs,toſhew funth allthe 
ſes of God in moſt perfection, ins 
do little regard. 

For all that they had beard gnd ſcene, 
as it was ſpoken unto them.] The third 
and {aſt point of all, which is the cauſe 
that mwued them to reioyce and pꝛaiſe 
the Lozd, even the things that they hay 
heard and ſeene, by whome wee mut 
learne the laſt (but not the leaſt duetie) 
that we owe vnto God, euen continually 
torecomp 
nifold'bleſſings that the Lozyvvoch mul⸗ 
tiplie vpon vs daily by the iuſt conſidera⸗ 
tion whereof we cannot choſe, but burt 
out into admiration of his weonverfull 
loue and mercie towards vs miſerable 
and wꝛetched ſinners , and ſo tu deuiſe 
with our ſelues how we may heweout - 
ſelues effecually chankefull: ſo did che 
— 8s Mhat Gall J ren. 
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t, ponder, and conſiderthe ma- - 


trau 
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of: all his Sainds Whoſe god and 
godlie example il we will reape benefice 
by, we muſt doe as he did, wozſhip him 
truely, accoꝛding to his woꝛd, and per⸗ 
fourme that dutie in obedience to his 
tommaundements, that he requireth at 
our hands. As for the manner of his 
pꝛaiſe, we may alſo learne it by theſe 
Sherpeheards, that they did it as it was 
told them, that ig, accozding as God 
bad commanded: ſo muſt we do, pꝛayſe 
his holie name, (as he requireth at our 
hands) and doe it as himſelfe hath com⸗ 
maunded in his woꝛd, and ſo ſhall it be 
acceptable in his ſight: Let vs therefoze 
(to conclude) ſeeing we be hedged in on 
euerie ſide with the great bleſſings of 
God: ſeeing that by him we liue and 
maue, and haue our beeing, ſeeing hee 
ſheweth himſelfe moſt- kinde and libe⸗ 
ruall, both in things chat concerne the 
— IEL) let vs (J (ap) ſtu⸗ 
22 indeuour by all poſſible meanes, 
that ſo long as we abide in this trauſito⸗ 
rie wozld, we may ſhew foozth the gloꝛie 
was, name —_ to his — 
< *: | a * 
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2 we be ſure of his kauour vnto vs 


is like, and of eternall jopes in the 
win d tocome by the merites and blaod⸗ 


ſheding of Jeſus Chꝛiſt our ſauiour: F 
to'whome with the Father ann 

- the holie Ghoſt; be all 
glozie and honour, - om 
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roar WO 
anardent and burning loucto ſee thy 


| Let vs pray. 


F— Eff Eternal GO P in leſus 
SAY Chriſt oor moſt louing 
and mercifull Father, we 


tender vmo thy Maieſtie 


hoſt humble and heartie thanks for 


all thy bleſsings and manifold bene- 
fits 4 roar vpon ys, namely, for 
thoſe ineſtimable graces of our elec- 


tion, creation, vocation, iuſtification, 


ſanctification, and redemption: and 
for this great ereaſure of 

word,wherei Vas 
great loue towards vs 
and miſcrable ſinmet 
much (O Lord) a 0; oh haſt rauphr 
vs at this preſent, how forcible and 
effectuall thy word was vnto the 
in them ſuch 


Sonne Ieſus Chriſt, when he was 


d in the flelk, ſuch forward- 
nelle and haſte to ſatisfic Sa godlie 


* deſire 
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| _ which thy holie ſpirit had 


to © publiſh it abroade , that other 
eee, of that mort. 


on agar 


lori ho a 
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learned from thee that the multitude 
chat heard of it, yer ſhewed not anie 
reale or care to ſee the ttueth of i i 
chem ſelues but ſuffeted the 
on Urerebf W bande ont 
minds, ithout army profit vnto them- 
ſelues: but contrari wife, thy frtuaunt 


brance, deein> carefull by oatirmuall, 
pondeting thereof in herd heart 


— — _ ww - 
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t in them, and finding that 
3 ht for, were carefull 


after returned vnto their vocati- 


ience ynto thy bleſſed 
pes ef moreover, becauſe wee haue 
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that we owe vnto thee,theobedience 


cifull father, to graunt vs thy 
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that thy word requirethatour hands, 


and the zeale which wee ſhould ex- 


preſſe in our liues, to ſet foorth thy 
e alſo how to ſhun that care- 


Tefſecourſe which the greateſt nom- 


ber doth followe:but (O Lorde)wee 


acknowledge againſt our ſelues, that 
wee are not able to thinke a good 


thought, much leſſe toyeelde that o- 
bedicncetothy word that thou requi- 
reſt, nor to make anie fruit of it vnto 
the comfort of our ſoules, vnles thou 
of thy mercie worke it in vs:we ther. 
fore moſt humbly beſeech thee mer. 
grace, 
that euerie one of vs may be ſo truely 
perſwaded, of the tr th of this do- 
rine nowe deliuered vnto vs, that 

irite may imprint it in our 


- 


irt, alive may. feele the comſort 


Shit in our ſoules and conſciences, 
andlabour diligently to bring foorth 
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Metruicofitin our lines and conuer- 
A 1 {ations: 


8 229 „2 nmennna mum as no mw 


ſations:moſt gratious Father,we pray 


thee ſubdue our affections and rule 


our deſire by the gouernment of thy 


grace and holy ſpirite that the entice- 


ments of ſin do not pull vs away from 
that ſeruice that wee owe vnto thee, 
that we neuer faint or waxe wearie in 
the courſe of godlineſſe, chat our zeale 
be neuer quenched by any alluremẽts 
of Sathan, but that wee may dailie 
growe and encreaſe in all the vertues 
of Chriſtianitie to the glorie of thy 
bleſſed name and conſolations of our 
ovvne cõſcience, through Ieſus Chriſt 
our Lorde: to whome with thee 
and the holy Ghoſt, bee all 
praiſe , nowe and euer, 
Amen. 
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